
Town of Williamsburg 
 

Minutes of the Finance Committee 
Williamsburg Town Offices 

29 March 2017 
 

Members Present: Paul Wetzel, Linda Rowley (left at 6:00 p.m.), Richard Kisloski, Charles 
Dudek, Steven Romanowski, Chris Morris, Eric Cerreta, Jacqueline Dufresne, Charlie Heath 
 
Town Administrator, Charlene Nardi was also present. 
 
The meeting was called to order by co-chair Paul Wetzel at 5:33 p.m. 
 
Nathan Rosewarne, Town of Williamsburg Treasurer requested a reserve transfer of $6,500 to be 
transferred to Group Insurance to pay health insurance premiums for the next three months. It is 
difficult to estimate insurance rate increases and enrollment levels. E. Cerreta moved to approve 
the reserve transfer for the full amount. L. Rowley seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Rosewarne reminded the Committee that Town health insurance currently costs $45, 237.39 
per month. There are about 50 people on the plan. Premiums increased ~$28,000 in FY16, 
~$57,000 in FY17, and are estimated to increase ~$69,000 in FY18. Premiums are expected to 
rise 7 to 10% in the next fiscal year. 
 
The Committee discussed debt that was not yet in the budget. One half of the cost of the new fire 
truck ($265,000) was to be borrowed annually over the next five years in $53,000 installments. C. 
Morris suggested that the Town pay this year’s principal of $53,000 from free cash as a good way 
to increase excess capacity in this year’s budget. 
 
Leslie Smith, Williamsburg’s representative to Highland Ambulance service spoke to the 
Committee to answer questions about the extraordinary rise in ambulance service costs over the 
last two years [$16.750 last year and an increase of $32,666 requested this year]. Costs have 
increased for several major reasons: 1. The Service owns its own building and must now pay 
utilities and insurance; 2. An increase in the pay rate for its employees in an attempt to better 
retain trained employees; 3. Loss of grants that previously defrayed expenses; and 4. An increase 
in health and workers compensation insurance. A complete list of budget changes is outline in a 
letter from the Ambulance service and attached to these minutes. 
 
Charlene Nardi, Town of Williamsburg Administrator requested a reserve transfer of $500 to be 
transferred to Select Board Expense line to pay a designer to help the Flag Committee create a 
final design for the Town flag. E. Cerreta moved to approve the reserve transfer for the full 
amount. S. Romanowski seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Stacey Jenkins, principal of the Anne T. Dunphy school and Kayla Solomon, Chair of the 
Williamsburg School Committee discussed the local school budget with the Finance Committee. 
The School Committee has not approved the FY18 budget yet, they will do that on April 12th, but 
a draft budget was presented. The local school requested an increase of $44,337 over last year. 
Remembering that one large increase in the school’s FY17 budget was ~$76,000 to fulfill special 
education needs for one student for one year, the FY18 school budget actually increased 
~$120,000. Much of the FY18 increases, ~$91,000, were increases in teacher and special 
education teacher salaries. Other major increases include additional custodial service ($9,553) 
and the establishment of a building repair fund ($7,625) which the Finance Committee 
commended. The Committee asked questions and discussed the school programs and the budget. 



   
The Committee reviewed the current budget with recent changes. Values from Stacey Mousseau 
(not present at meeting), Town Accountant projected an excess capacity in the budget of 
$159,970 with a current budget value of $7,032,458 (this value does not include the new fire 
truck principle or local school budget FY18 request), which includes $190,000 from free 
cash/stabilization. 
 
The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held 5 April at 5:30. 
 
There being no further business before the Committee, C. Dudek moved to adjourn the meeting 
and the motion was seconded by J. Dufresne. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Paul R. Wetzel 
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