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Executive Summary

   In the fall of 2008, the Williamsburg Board of Selectmen appointed a 
Building Needs Committee and charged it with:

“...evaluating the town’s current land and building assets, deter-
mining the Town’s short term and long term building and space 
needs, and making recommendations on fulfilling those needs.”

 
The Board of Selectmen indicated that the Committee’s survey shall include, 
but not be limited to, regular town office functions, Council on Aging and 
senior center, schools, and highway, police, and fire departments, and all oth-
er town administrative functions.

Over the course of this study, the Committee reviewed previous studies, 
surveyed Town Board and Committee members, and conducted physical 
surveys of town owned buildings and land. The Committee contacted adja-
cent towns to benchmark conditions in similar municipalities and to com-
pare similar departmental needs elsewhere. The Committee also gathered 
together information from a separate audit by the state Division of Energy 
Resources. In concert with this effort, Committee members researched and 
documented Town-owned land parcels and categorized the existing uses of 
these properties.

Many of the Town’s buildings are in disrepair; most carry the burden of 
a substantial backlog of deferred maintenance. Substantial initial public in-
vestments call for regular upkeep to maintain value. Regular maintenance is 
usually less expensive for the Town than replacement.

Existing Uses

Town Offices
  Nearly all of the Town’s administrative functions are housed in the Town 

Office Building in Haydenville. The building also houses the Council on 
Aging. Originally constructed as a school, this building is a two story wood 
framed classroom building with a multipurpose assembly space on the sec-
ond floor. While the building is handicapped accessible, the building con-
dition is deteriorating as evidenced by roof leaks, deteriorated interior and 
exterior finishes, as well as inefficient and drafty doors, windows, and anti-
quated heating system. There is only one handicapped-accessible bathroom. 
Building access is over an easement from the church next door, and the park-
ing area is utilized by both the church and the Town.

A survey of town Boards and Committees currently housed in the building 
netted a projected space need for about 5,000 square feet of office, meeting, 
and files storage. Continued use of the building would require substantial 
renovation and reconfiguration of space to address deferred maintenance is-
sues, bathroom upgrades, energy expenses, and building use efficiency.
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Public Safety – Haydenville and Williamsburg
  The Town’s Police and Fire stations present a significant challenge to the 

community. The existing structures are inadequate for their current uses and 
present many safety issues. The Town’s police force and fire department cur-
rently share the use of a structure on Main Street in Haydenville, and there 
is an additional fire house in Williamsburg center. These structures are in 
dilapidated condition and woefully undersized to contain the uses within 
them. Interior and exterior finishes are compromised as are windows, doors, 
roof and heating systems. The committee met with the architect designing 
a public safety complex for Chesterfield and reviewed plans for the 11,000 
square foot complex under design for that community. While understand-
ing that any new life safety complex will require detailed programming and 
design, the Committee decided to use the Chesterfield design as a model to 
evaluate options and order-of-magnitude costs for Williamsburg. The Com-
mittee identified two potential sites for such a complex and conceptual lay-
outs for these sites are included in this report.

 Town Libraries
  The Town has two library buildings. The larger structure in Williams-

burg underwent substantial renovation and addition in 2002, and is heav-
ily utilized. This structure is in the best condition of any Town building. 
The smaller Haydenville library building, while architecturally significant, 
poses an operational challenge to library administrators. While both of these 
structures are in good condition, discussions confirmed that capital funds 
are not being set aside for deferred maintenance.

Old Town Hall (currently the Historical Society)
  The Town’s significant historical collection is currently housed in what 

was the original Town Hall on Route 9 in Williamsburg. This building, and 
the adjacent Grange Hall, are two of the Town’s most prominent examples 
of Greek Revival architecture in the village center. The condition of the His-
torical Society building is of serious concern. The building is without a func-
tioning heating system, so the collection is deteriorating. Interior and exte-
rior finishes are poor, as are doors and windows. A recent roof leak damaged 
some of the collection. The foundation and floor frame need major repair. 
The Committee was also informed there is a buried abandoned heating oil 
tank at the front of the lot. Rough calculations by the Committee project a 
need of approximately 2,000 square feet of conditioned space to properly 
house the Town’s historical collection.

Town Highway Garage
  The Highway garage dates from 1963, and was updated and added onto 

in 2009–2010. The older portion is in adequate condition, with some up-
grades needed to doors and windows. The addition makes the facility much 
more usable and should function for the foreseeable future. Currently some 
Police and Fire vehicles and tools are stored in the addition. Improving the 
driveway and parking areas would be helpful when funds permit. The De-
partment maintains its facility, one of the few Town departments that does 
so. 
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Town Elementary Schools
  The Town currently operates two elementary schools – the James and the 

Dunphy schools. Middle and high school students attend a regional school. 
The Town is embarking on a state-sponsored study to evaluate solutions to 
the schools’ needs. The outcome of that study will be an important piece of 
the puzzle in solving the Town’s other operational and facility needs. The 
two school buildings represent, along with the Meekins Library, the Town’s 
most valuable structures and will factor heavily in future solutions for the 
Town.

Recommendations – Short Term

Planning and Maintenance of Town buildings
  In the Committee’s survey of Town buildings, it became evident there is 

a need for a coordinated, regular response to building maintenance require-
ments. The Committee was alerted to various conditions such as deteriorat-
ing floors and structure caused by long-leaking radiators, heating systems 
struggling to condition poorly insulated spaces at  substantial cost, major 
repairs deferred, and deteriorated buildings due to leaking roofs. 

This Committee recommends the Town establish a position of Building 
Maintainer to oversee the condition of Town properties. This person’s re-
sponsibilities would include regular survey and reporting on Town build-
ings, the establishment of an ongoing prioritized list of building maintenance 
projects, and working with the Select Board to procure services to carry out 
maintenance projects. Priorities would be to halt deterioration of existing 
buildings and then plan upgrades to outdated buildings.  This committee 
also recommends the Town adhere to standardized procurement practices 
that clearly define project scopes, with plans and specifications when neces-
sary.  This will insure that incoming bids for work can be properly evaluated.  
This process may require in some cases the hiring of outside consultants to 
investigate, define the work, and develop detailed bid documents.

This Committee also recommends that along with the Maintainer, an on-
going budget be established for continued maintenance of Town buildings. 
The deteriorated condition of many Town structures is the direct result of 
the lack of such a line item in the Town’s budget. Failure to plan fiscally for 
ongoing maintenance will result in continuing deterioration of the proper-
ties to the point where renovation costs exceed the value of the structures. 
The Committee is concerned that the Town may be at or near this point 
already for several properties.

Energy Assistance Program
   The Town established a separate Committee to work with the State En-

ergy Assistance Program to conduct audits of five Town buildings. A range 
of energy conservation measures was recommended including upgrades to 
lighting, heating controls, appliances, and building envelope. By working 
with this committee and state officials, the Town was able to obtain $63,000 
in weatherization grants that will begin to address some concerns, chiefly 
at the Town Garage and the Town Offices. The Building Needs Commit-
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tee recommends the Town continue to work with the Energy Committee to 
prioritize upgrades and to immediately move to implement low/no cost con-
servation options, including competitive procurement practices. Some im-
mediate projects are insulating the Fire station ceiling and weather-stripping 
to reduce energy loss and heating costs.

Recommendations – Long Term
   The Town’s evolution with dual village centers has led to a duplication of 

spaces and a certain loss of efficiency. Examples of this include the elemen-
tary schools, fire stations, and libraries.

With the recent establishment of the Williamsburg School Building Com-
mittee and that committee’s work with the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority, the Town hopes to solve the inherent inefficiencies of operating 
and maintaining two school facilities. 

In addition to the consolidation of the schools, it is clear the Town must 
address facility requirements for both Fire and Police departments. This 
Committee has focused on recommendations that address life safety and 
administrative office needs for the Town. The Committee has made the as-
sumption that one outcome of the MSBA-sponsored schools study will be 
the recommendation to vacate the James School building. This assumption 
factors into our recommendations below.

For the recommendations below, Chesterfield’s proposed Life Safety com-
plex has been used as a model, with the understanding Williamsburg will 
program and design its own facility when the time comes.

The James School Site
  This Committee investigated utilizing the entire James School building 

and site to accommodate the Town’s administrative offices and Life Safety 
requirements. Based on conceptual site plan layout and our preliminary pro-
gram estimates, the Town’s administrative office, meeting, and storage needs, 
the Council on Aging, the Historical Society, and the Police Department 
could be accommodated in the 22,000 square foot James School building. A 
thorough design process would have to take place to ensure the compatibil-
ity of uses and adjacencies within the building. Issues of security and privacy 
would need to be addressed. Estimating renovating costs for this move at 
$150 per square foot, a moderate figure, would put renovating this building 
at approximately $3.4 million. Preliminary analysis of this site indicates it is 
large enough to accommodate a new Fire safety complex, and parking for all 
the named uses for all departments. Chesterfield has priced their new Life 
Safety facility at around $3 million for both police and fire. Assuming Fire 
constitutes about 60% of Chesterfield’s program, results in a project cost 
here of $1.6 million.  Option 1 in the Recommendations section of this re-
port outlines an approach that brings the total costs of renovating the James 
and constructing a new fire facility down to $3.8 million through the sale of 
town properties.
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The Electric Company Site
  This site is located on Route 9 near Kellogg Road between the two villages 

and is convenient for access from and to all points in town. The site appears 
large enough to accommodate a public safety complex on the order of the fa-
cility designed for the Town of Chesterfield.  This site requires further study 
and verification of site boundaries and constraints (grades, floodplain) as to 
the ability to house a life safety facility. Preliminary discussions have raised 
concerns that the site may require hazardous material remediation prior to 
any development. This site is currently not owned by the Town.

Conclusion
As this report suggests, many of the Town’s buildings are in serious dis-

repair with no existing capital program to maintain them.  This study has 
confirmed that with the exception of the Fire and Police Departments, the 
Town in general has more square footage to house its services than it needs.  
The problem lies in the condition of the structures and the efficiency with 
which they can be utilized.  Buildings that play a vital role in defining the 
quality and character of the Town’s centers are rapidly deteriorating and 
some are on the verge of becoming unusable.  This committee finds that 
there is an urgent need to initiate a campaign to renovate and restore these 
structures, or be forced to privatize the buildings with the expectation that 
the new owners could restore and maintain the structures.  If the Town is 
successful in finding the funds to improve these structures, this committee 
stresses that it is equally important that an ongoing capital program be de-
veloped to insure their maintenance.  

This report contains several options that investigate selling some Town 
buildings to help finance renovations to house the Town’s administrative 
functions and to provide for the Fire and Police Departments.  Of these 
options, this committee recommends the approach outlined in Option 1.  
This option recognizes the relatively good condition of the James School 
building as a town asset.   Sketches in the Recommendations section of the 
report confirm that the James building can accommodate Town administra-
tive functions, the Council on Aging, the Police Department and the Town’s 
historical collection.  This option provides the Fire and Police Departments 
a location near the center of town. 

 These options are detailed further in the recommendations section of this 
report. Such sales would be undertaken with efforts to preserve the histori-
cal and visual integrity of the villages.  While these options may not be the 
preferred solution, inaction will eventually force the Town to respond in 
some drastic manner.
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Land Parcel Analysis

The town of Williamsburg owns forty-six separate parcels of land. These 
parcels consist of Water and Sewer Commission land, town land with build-
ings, recreational pieces including parks and cemeteries, and some miscella-
neous parcels. The land totals 1,074.7 acres.

Water and Sewer Commission Parcels
The largest parcels make up the Water and Sewer Commission land; the 

majority of these are off of Petticoat Hill Road (565.4 acres) and South 
Street (147.1 acres). They consist of thickly wooded land and open fields. 
This land makes up the town’s watershed and aquifer areas. The water de-
partment also has one small building off of South Street that house a pump 
and the town wells. There are two dams located off of Unquomonk Road 
(40.9 acres). Much of the water department land is used by citizens for hik-
ing, cross-country skiing and running, horse back riding, etc. It could be 
made more accessible with some limited parking and signage. 

Parcels with Buildings
The town also has seventeen parcels that have buildings on them. They 

include two elementary schools: the James School on South Street in Wil-
liamsburg and the Anne T. Dunphy School off of Route 9 in the center of 
Williamsburg. The James School has a playground with a large play struc-
ture. The Dunphy School has a playground and a ball field on its property.

Firehouses
There are two firehouses: one attached to the police station in Hayden-

ville on South Main Street (0.2 acres) and the other in Williamsburg on 
North Main Street (0.2 acres). These buildings have very little land with 
them therefore they would be of little use for future building. 

Libraries
There are two libraries; the main library is the Meekins Memorial Library 

at 2 Williams Street (0.89 acres) and the Haydenville Library (0.1 acres) is 
located to the south of the BrassWorks Building on Main Street in Hayden-
ville.  Other buildings, streets, and streams bound both of these buildings.

Transfer Station
The Transfer Station (48.44 acres) is located on Mountain Road at the site 

of the old town dump that has been closed and capped. It is made up of three 
separate parcels.

Town Garage
The Town Garage, a pole barn, and salt shed (3.3 acres) are located in the 

center of town in front of the Lashway Lumber Mill on Route 9.  There also 
is a sand pit for residents to use during the winter. Access to the Town Ga-
rage is via a deeded right of way across an adjacent landowner’s property.

Refer to the chart on pages 3–4 
and to maps in Appendix D.
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Town Offices
The Town Office Building (1 acre) is located in the center of Haydenville 

on Route 9 next to the Haydenville Congregational Church. There is a small 
playground in the rear of the building behind the parking lot.

Old Town Hall
The Old Town Hall is on Main Street in Williamsburg and sits on ap-

proximately one half acre. It is currently used by the Williamsburg Histori-
cal Society. Other buildings also bound it.

Water and Sewer Commission
The Water and Sewer Commission has a small pump building in Hayden-

ville on the south end of South Main Street (0.36 acres).

Parks and Recreation
The town park and recreation areas consist of three baseball fields on Fair-

field Avenue in Haydenville (5.5 acres). There are also two tennis courts, 
a storage building and bathroom facilities next to the three ball fields that 
make up the Ames Athletic facility. At the 2010 Town Meeting, a parcel near 
the end of Fairfield Ave was acquired from the City of Northampton. The 
Veterans’ Memorial (0.2 acres) and Angel Park are located on Main Street/
Route 9 in front of the Dunphy School on both sides of the school driveway. 
The Veterans’ Memorial encroaches on a neighboring property. On Briar 
Hill Road there is a park (50 acres) with trails in a heavily wooded area. 
O’Neil Road has a nature trail (17.4 acres) also in a heavily wooded area.

Cemeteries
Williamsburg also owns two cemeteries. They are the Mountain Street 

Cemetery (3.3 acres) in Haydenville and the old Village Hill Cemetery (1.7 
acres). The Mountain Street Cemetery still has plots available. Iron fences 
surround both cemeteries.

Miscellaneous
The town has several other miscellaneous pieces of land (179.4 acres) 

mostly small snippets.  The two exceptions are a piece of land off of Geer 
Hill Road (130.9 acres) and a piece on Hen Hawk Trail (42 acres). These 
two could be possibly used for hiking and recreation. There are two parcels 
(3.3 and 0.8 acres) across the road from the Family Vet on Route 9 that 
comprise basically a strip of land between the river and the highway. The 
remaining snippets are on Fort Hill Road (0.2 acres), Williams Street (0.2 
acres) and a piece (0.8 acres) on Main Street. These could be sold or given to 
the abutters and returned to the tax rolls.

The right of way for Mill Street between Route 9 and the Mill River re-
mains an access way to the river, despite the lack of a bridge at present.

A listing of all owned parcels is provided on the next page. See Appendix 
D for maps of the parcels.
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Land Parcel Analysis
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Good

Fair

Poor

The Town’s buildings, sorted by physical condition:

Helen E. James School

Well House

Town Office Building

Transfer Station

Williamsburg Fire

Anne T. Dunphy School

Meekins Library

Sewer Pump Station

Haydenville Library

Haydenville Police/Fire

Highway Garage

 

Ames Athletic Fields

Old Town Hall

Building Analysis

Building Analysis at a Glance 
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Condition

Historic Value

Fitness for Use

Poor

Low

Poor

Fair

Fair

Good

High

Good

Building Analysis
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 13,608
Lot Size: 1.0 acre
Date of Construction: 1860
Construction Type: Wood Frame
Assessed Value-building:
$1,299,200
Assessed Value-land:
$65,100
2010 Appraisal:
$775,000–$865,000

K-12

Town Hall

Parcel ID
011.K-0000-0201.0

Town Office Building

141 Main Street

Land With Buildings

Key to maps:

Open Land
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Town Office Building
Building Analysis

Elevator and new entrance added in 
2002.

Steam boiler.

Records are stored in the basement 
despite evidence of moisture intru-
sion.

Overview
The Williamsburg Town Office Building is housed in a former school 

building on Route 9 in Haydenville. It consists of nine major rooms plus 
halls and minor rooms on two floors. There is also a full basement containing 
the boiler. An elevator and entranceway from the rear parking lot was added 
in 2002, but the building has otherwise not been altered too much from its 
original layout. Town offices used by Assessors, Collector, Clerk, Treasurer, 
Accountant, Board of Health, Selectmen, Water and Sewer Commission, 
and Council on Aging have permanent space, and several boards and com-
mittees meet regularly in other rooms.

Public
There is usually-sufficient parking for the public and staff, off-street. Ve-

hicle access is from High Street by easement from the Haydenville Con-
gregational Church next door. Handicap access is good via the parking lot 
entrance and elevator. The public may also enter and exit through front and 
side doors. There is a single bathroom on the main floor which is handi-
capped accessible and one bathroom (not accessible) on the second floor.

Physical
Roofing is in relatively good condition on the wings. It is in poor condition 

on the main section, but this is slated for repair in 2010. Chimney is cracked 
above and below the roof line and needs topping. Gutters are in poor condi-
tion. Paving is adequate. Grading on the south and east sides of the building 
allows moisture against the foundation.  Stone and concrete foundation is 
in decent condition, with some cracks, and evident  moisture intrusion into 
the basement. Nevertheless, the basement is used (though it should not be) 
for storage for many departments, including records storage. The basement 
floor is concrete in fair condition. Most above-grade floors are old vinyl tile 
over the original wood. Ceilings and most walls are in adequate condition. 
Wood siding is intact and was recently painted. The elevator addition has 
vinyl siding needing some upkeep. Doors are adequate in operation, though 
a basement bulkhead is poor and un-lockable. Exterior signage and lighting 
are adequate. A front iron fence has recently been repaired. Trees to south 
and west overhang the building and contribute to deterioration of the sid-
ing, roofing, etc. A vault was installed in the town offices and is secure but 
undersized.

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
Steam boiler and water heater are old, in fair condition in spite of some 

updating. There are four older 275-gallon oil tanks in the basement, not in 
vaults, in aging condition made worse by dampness in the basement. Two 
sump pumps need vigilance to keep standing water out of the boiler room. 
Cooling is by window units of differing ages, and many windows don’t oper-
ate for ventilation. Electrical service has been upgraded and is in very good 
condition: capacity is adequate. Most wiring is old and much-modified. 
Plumbing is minimal and outdated-there are often 20–30 people in the 
building with only two toilets. There are no sprinklers or security system, 
but a recent fire alarm system. Pipe asbestos has been remediated.
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Town Office Building
Building Analysis

Soffits have significant rot. Gutters 
have also failed.

The chimney is badly cracked and in 
need of rebuilding.

Energy
All windows (some replacement vinyl) are poor and deteriorated and need 

to be replaced. Floors are uninsulated, and walls and ceiling are poorly in-
sulated or not at all. Oil-fired steam boiler is inefficient, and room radiators 
have been patched together over the years, contributing to the inefficiency. 
No separate controls are possible for different-use spaces.

Interior
The former-school building has nice lines, good-sized rooms, and simple 

but handsome trim and woodwork. Town offices are adequate in size, and 
sufficient for normal tasks. Office furnishings are older but sturdy and ade-
quate. There are several computer stations, desks, and a printer-fax. Meeting 
and Board/Committee facilities are of good size with adequate if disorga-
nized and not-secured storage. Kitchen facilities for the Council on Aging 
are clean but makeshift, not commercial quality. There is minimal but ad-
equate janitorial space, and sufficient other storage in former cloak-rooms. 
There is fiber-optic service to the building. The old school auditorium and 
stage are rarely used, but are large and well proportioned.

Conclusion
The building remains useful to the town, and extensively used, though in-

efficient. This building is in need of major overhauling of energy, plumbing, 
heating, roofing systems. Such work would require moving town uses out of 
the building for many months, and investing sufficient money to upgrade all 
systems. All mechanicals are out of date and inefficient. A formalizing of the 
right of way with the Congregational Church is recommended.

This building stands as a handsome feature of the center of Haydenville, 
and should remain standing no matter its future use.

High Priority Repairs
Roof��
Gutters��
Chimney��



Town Office Building
- Floor Plans

Building Analysis
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Second Floor First Floor

Basement

Auditorium

Stage

Select Board

Planning

Board 
of 

Health

Asses-
sor

Bath
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Water/ 
Sewer

Senior Meal 
Site

Boiler

Town Clerk, 
Accountant, 

Treasurer

Council on 
Aging

Collector



Condition
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Poor
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Building Analysis
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 22,274
Lot Size: 7.6 acre
Date of Construction: 1952
Construction Type: Brick/steel
Assessed Value-building:
$2,458,700
Assessed Value-land:
$105,800

Dunphy 
School

Parcel ID
010.J.0000-0126.0

Anne T. Dunphy School

1 Petticoat Hill
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Anne T. Dunphy School
Building Analysis

The boiler is well beyond its service 
life and could break down at any 
time.

View from the athletic fields and 
playground in the rear.

Note:  As the Town’s schools are currently scheduled to be part of a Massachu-
setts School Building Authority study, much of the text below has been pulled 
from the 2003 Feasibility Study that was conducted by Alderman & MacNeish 
Architects and Engineers.

Overview
The Anne T. Dunphy School is located at 1 Petticoat Hill Road in the cen-

ter of Williamsburg. It comprises 22,274 gross square feet of building area 
and houses an approximate daily student population of 100 students.  The 
original building was constructed in the early 1950’s and currently houses 
grades 3–6.  The construction of the building consists of a brick and con-
crete block wall with steel frame superstructure.  The building has been well 
maintained, however many of the materials throughout have exceeded their 
typical lifespan.   

Public
The site is accessed by a drive off Petticoat Hill Rd. and exited via a one-

way drive off Main Street (Route 9).  The parking lot accommodates ap-
proximately 50 vehicles.  There is a grassed play area south of the school.  
Parking is adequate but the lot is in deteriorated condition.

Physical
The core facilities of the building include the kitchen, cafeteria, stage and 

gymnasium.  All of these areas are used daily by both the community and 
the School Department.  The physical condition of these core facilities needs 
improvement, not only for condition of materials, but for a properly rated 
area of assembly.  The exterior brickwork is in substantial need of repointing.  
The existing windows are single glazed units and in fair condition.  Sections 
of roof require replacement.  The building lacks sprinkler fire protection.

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
The existing plumbing system appears marginally adequate in quantity for 

the current occupancy, but fixtures are antiquated and lack water saving fea-
tures.  The building is heated by one oil fired boiler.  This boiler is over 50 
years old and has failed repeatedly and should be replaced as soon as possible.  
The heating pipe distribution system should also be replaced.  The existing 
electrical service is original to the building and is currently at capacity.

Energy
An energy audit was performed on several of the town’s buildings includ-

ing the James and Dunphy schools.  These recommendations should be re-
viewed and implemented where feasible.  The existing windows in the Dun-
phy School are old and inefficient.  The boiler as mentioned above is 50 years 
old and inefficient and the roof is assumed to be lacking proper insulation.

Interior
Floors throughout consist of vinyl asbestos tile that are original to the 

building and should be replaced.  Ceilings consist of 12 × 12 acoustic tile 
that is in relatively poor condition.  Over time, many of the original spaces 
have been converted into specialized teaching spaces, special education, and 
additional administration areas.  The physical condition of these spaces is 
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Anne T. Dunphy School
Building Analysis

Original spaces have been converted 
to specialized use and are usually 
inadequate for the function. This 
photo shows a makeshift teaching 
space on the auditorium stage.

less than desirable and should be addressed.  

Conclusion
Overall the building is in fair condition but is in need of substantial up-

grades throughout the facility in order to meet current codes, improve safety, 
and meet programmatic needs of the school.

High Priority Repairs
New Boiler��
Life Safety Improvements ��
Replacement windows ��



Anne T. Dunphy School
- Floor Plans

Building Analysis
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Poor
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Building Analysis
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 22,449
Lot Size: 2.9 acre
Date of Construction: 1914
Construction Type: Brick/wood
Assessed Value-building:
$3,071,400
Assessed Value-land:
$81,900
2010 Appraisal:
$1,760,000–$1,980,000

Parcel ID
010.J-0000-0173.0

James
School

Helen E. James School

16 Main St.
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Helen E. James School
Building Analysis

1986 Addition with elevator and 
stairs.

All floors have modern rest room 
facilities.

Note:  As the Town’s schools are currently scheduled to be part of a Massachu-
setts School Building Authority study, much of the text below has been pulled 
from the 2003 Feasibility Study that was conducted by Alderman & MacNeish 
Architects and Engineers.

Overview
The Helen E. James School is located at 16 Main Street in the center of 

Williamsburg. It comprises 22,248 gross square feet of building area and 
houses an approximate daily student population of 130 students.  The origi-
nal building was constructed in early 1914 and currently houses pre-school 
through grades 3.  In 1986 an addition to the building added a handicapped 
accessible entrance, stair tower and elevator.  The building consists of a brick 
masonry wall construction with wood frame.  

Public
The site is accessed by a drive off South Street and exited via a one-way 

drive off Main Street (Route 9).  The parking lot accommodates approxi-
mately 16 vehicles.  Parking is tight and the lot is in deteriorated condition.  
There is a grassed play area east of the school.  

Physical
Although there is obvious historical significance and character associated 

with this building, it is currently inadequate to house its preschool through 
grade three populations.  The building lacks core program spaces needed 
to operate properly.  There is no workable kitchen, only an area for serving 
meals created and brought in from the adjacent school.  The building has no 
gymnasium or library/media center spaces.  Several sections of exterior ma-
sonry need to be repointed and the painted metal cornice should be scraped 
and re-painted.  The existing windows are old and not energy efficient and 
should be replaced.  

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
The building currently has no automatic fire suppression system.  Plumb-

ing fixtures appear adequate and handicapped accessible, however there is no 
kitchen in the building for preparing lunches.   The mechanical system is ap-
proximately 18 years old and in relatively good condition.   Lighting fixtures 
should be replaced with energy efficient fixtures.

Energy
An energy audit was performed on several of the town’s buildings including 

the James and Dunphy schools.  These recommendations should be reviewed 
and implemented where feasible.  Existing lighting should be replaced with 
energy efficient fixtures.  The existing windows in the James School are old 
and inefficient. 

Interior
Some of the interior floor, wall and ceiling finishes require upgrades and 

there is evidence of moisture damage that needs to be addressed.  Several 
plumbing fixtures and doorways throughout the building fail to meet acces-
sibility requirements.  
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Helen E. James School
Building Analysis

Boiler system, circa 1992.

Conclusion
Overall the building is in fair condition but is in need of substantial up-

grades throughout the facility in order to meet current codes, improve safety, 
and meet programmatic needs of the school.

High Priority Repairs
Life safety��
Windows, doors, and energy upgrades��
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 3,600
Lot Size: 0.89 acre
Date of Construction: 1897 with 
2003 addition
Construction Type: masonry/
wood
Assessed Value-building:
$1,354,900
Assessed Value-land:
$61,600

Parcel ID
010.J-0000-0102.0

and -0101.0

Meekins
Library

Meekins Library

2 Main Street
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Meekins Library
Building Analysis

Side view showing 2003 addition at 
left.

Reading room in original section.

Overview 
The Meekins Library was built and donated for Town use in 1897. It re-

mained essentially unchanged until 2003 when a large addition modernized 
the facility. The 1897 building was built of stone with a copper roof. The 
large west addition is wood frame, with stacks, public meeting space, storage 
and staff work space, and bathrooms. The original building is on one floor 
with a storage basement, and the addition has two functional stories. 

Public 
There is a modest parking lot on the west side for visitors and staff; parking 

is in short supply in the town center. Handicap access is excellent through 
the addition, though the original building has long exterior stone stairs. An 
addition elevator allows patrons access to both floors. There are two acces-
sible bathrooms in the addition. The building is heavily used by the public, 
currently 22 hours per week year round. The library currently processes over 
80,000 transactions a year. The interior is dominated by the book stacks 
and checkout desk, all new in 2003. The collection encompasses fiction, 
non-fiction, movies, artworks, and an extensive historical reference. Multiple 
computer stations allow online access and other uses. The Hawks-Hayden 
room for public meetings is used many evenings, and is also used as an art 
gallery/display space. The library can remain locked while the public space 
is in use if necessary. A large reading room in the original building has peri-
odicals, a work table, and a working fireplace. Also in the original building is 
a preschool room and a children’s room. 

Physical 
Roofing is shaped copper in good condition on the original section, redone 

about 1990. Asphalt shingles are excellent on the addition, as is a membrane 
roof on the connector section. Connector roof requires ice cabling to pre-
vent winter snow/ice buildup. The poured concrete addition foundation is 
in excellent condition, as is the fitted stone original. Soil conditions are silt/
sand with good drainage. The older basement floor is good, and the addition 
slab is excellent. Siding is stucco in good condition on the addition, while the 
original building was built of stone. Exterior signage and lighting is good. 
The old front door is in good condition, while five addition doors are very 
good. An outdoor patio and generous plantings complement the grass and 
mature trees, and contribute to the public yet personal feeling of the facility. 
The 2003 addition brought sorely needed infrastructure and usability im-
provements to the original building. 

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing 
The oil-fired boiler is in excellent condition, now about 7 years old. Heat 

in the addition is by baseboard plus fan units. Cooling is by window and 
open door, except the public meeting room has mechanical cooling, as does 
the lower level of the addition. Upstairs addition spaces can get quite warm 
in summer. Electrical service is excellent, and all wiring is in good condition. 
Plumbing consists of two handicapped-accessible bathrooms, plus a mop 
sink in the basement storage room, is all new as of 2003, and is in good 
condition. The Town water system is strong. There are no sprinklers due to 
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Meekins Library
Building Analysis

Interior view of the 2003 addition 
and stairs to lower level.

possible collection damage, but a good fire alarm system. 

Energy 
Addition windows are many and in excellent condition. Original windows 

are in good condition, and unusual in that they are large and pivot in their 
centers to open, precluding use of screens. The addition is well insulated, and 
the original building is not. The original building attic is well insulated, the 
walls not at all. The cooling unit for the basement level is just adequate to 
the task, having been repurposed from its original designation as a records-
room conditioner. Public meeting space cooling is by a ceiling unit and is 
very good. 

Interior 
The 1896 building is handsome and well proportioned, with handsome 

trim, lots of light and large rooms. The addition continues that theme. The 
original building retains its marble mosaic floor and plaster walls, while the 
addition uses carpet and drywall surfaces, with acoustic tile ceilings. The 
space is sufficient for the amount of use it gets currently (2010), though 
room for further expansion is limited. Office equipment and furniture is 
mostly newer, having been provided by volunteers and purchased since the 
2003 construction. The old Town walk-in safe remains in the original base-
ment for records and document storage. There are computer stations for 
staff, patrons, and researchers. There is modest janitorial space, but no staff 
room. A tiny kitchenette serves for public functions in the meeting room. 
The lower level of the addition includes a sizeable storage room, currently 
filled with library materials. 

Conclusion 
The Meekins is a vital and welcome presence in the town center, and is heav-

ily used by townspeople and some out-of-town patrons. Its location provides 
the municipal piece which, along with the other businesses and institutions, 
helps make the town core a hub for a wide constellation of residents.
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 7,200
Lot Size: 3.1 acre
Date of Constr: 1963/2009
Construction Type: Metal/block
Assessed Value-building:
$55,400
Assessed Value-land:
$85,800

Parcel ID
010.J-0000-0182.0

Town 
Garage

Highway Garage

24R Main Street
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Highway Garage
Building Analysis

East side of building. Original 1963 
portion is on the right side of the 
photo.

Pole barn.

Salt shed.

Overview 
The Highway Garage is housed in a purpose-built building off Route 9 in 

Williamsburg. It consists of six drive bays plus a small office, bathroom and 
boiler room in an older section built in 1963. In 2009-2010 a large rear ad-
dition was built, with room for larger equipment and better work space. Also 
on the lot are a salt shed and an equipment shed. The main building is one 
floor, with some loft space. 

Public 
There is lots of parking for visitors and staff. Handicap access is adequate as 

almost all the doors are curbless. The public may also enter and exit through 
the front door or new side and rear doors. There is only one bathroom, 
somewhat accessible, with toilet and sink, on the main floor. The building is 
not used much by the public, but a new office now under construction will 
make public contact with personnel easier. 

Physical 
Roofing is sheet metal in excellent condition on the existing building and 

the addition. The poured concrete foundation is in good condition. The older 
slab floor is good, and the addition floor is excellent, with integrated radiant 
heat. There remains in the addition the old concrete block boiler room, also 
used as a dog impoundment area. Ceilings and most walls are serviceable. 
Siding is in good condition and should receive painting every decade or so. 
Exterior signage and lighting is adequate if minimal. There are diesel fuel 
and heating oil tanks outside above ground. New rollup doors are excellent, 
while the six older ones are in fair condition. Door operators are good. Ser-
vice tools and machinery are in good condition and well used. The addition 
space is conducive to good machine maintenance. Employees are building 
a new office with a loft break room over it. The existing office serves both 
functions until the new space is ready. Storage is adequate, and the addition 
houses a double bay for fire and police use. There is a flameproof storage 
cabinet, and good chemical and solvent storage space. Off-season equipment 
is stored in a recent ~40’ x 60’ pole barn with metal roof and open sides. Still, 
some minor equipment must be stored outside. Also on premises is a salt 
shed for winter roads. Most of the parking/driveway/turning area is paved 
in decent condition, though about 25% is unpaved and sometimes muddy.

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
Oil-fired boiler is in good condition, about 15 years old. It was deemed 

adequate to heat the addition and has proved able so far. Radiant heat in the 
addition is excellent and more economical than unit heaters in the old space. 
Cooling is by window and open door. Electrical service is good, and most 
wiring is in good condition. Plumbing is minimal and adequate. There are no 
sprinklers, fire alarm, or security system.

Energy 
Windows are few and mostly not opened. The addition floor is insulated, 

and the original floor is not. Same for original walls and ceiling, which are 
poorly insulated or not at all. Addition walls and ceiling are insulation with 
vinyl covering. Employees are gradually installing painted plywood walls in 
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Highway Garage
Building Analysis

The largest equipment bay in the 
new section.

the addition. Since the building is kept at moderate temperatures, it is not 
expensive to heat, but the older part of the building could use upgrading of 
insulation, and insulated rollup doors eventually. 

Interior 
The garage is a utilitarian building meant for storing and working on large 

equipment. With the new addition, such tasks are readily accomplished. The 
exterior now has nice simple lines. The space is sufficient for the amount of 
use it gets currently. Office equipment and furniture is used but sturdy, with 
adequate space for records and document safekeeping. There are computer 
stations for staff, desks and flat files. There is no specific janitorial space, but 
maintenance is the mission of the building.

Conclusion 
The garage with its new addition is good for town uses for years to come. 

Improvements will probably be minor, with the exception of more paved 
areas for maneuvering vehicles. 
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 2825
Lot Size: 0.5 acre
Date of Construction: 1841
Construction Type: Wood
Assessed Value-building:
$620,800
Assessed Value-land:
$58,200
2010 Appraisal:
$100,000–$130,000

Parcel ID
010.J-0000-0127.0

Old Town Hall

8 Main Street

Old Town
Hall
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Old Town Hall
Building Analysis

The building is not heated. Its boiler 
has not been functional for years.

The fieldstone foundation has 
openings to the outdoors. It may be 
susceptible to movement by frost. 
Dirt floor in the crawlspace is al-
lowing moisture to attack the floor 
structure.

Moisture damage is widely apparent 
on the exterior.

Overview 
The Old Town Hall is an historic building on Route 9 in Williamsburg 

town center. It is currently used by the Historical Society to house parts of 
its collection and make that available to the public. The building consists of 
two major rooms plus a stage and backstage area, plus one front room and 
two simple bathrooms. There is a rear addition that houses a defunct heat-
ing system. The building has been altered several times over the years. The 
building is handsome and fits nicely with the other old buildings in that sec-
tion of Main Street. 

Public 
There is no assigned parking for the building. The Dunphy School parking 

area connects to Main Street alongside the building, where four or five cars 
may park without blocking the drive, and there are three or four spots on 
Route 9. The public may enter and exit through the front door, though there 
is a side and a rear door in dubious condition. There is only one bathroom, 
somewhat accessible, on the main floor. The rear stage area is inaccessible, 
being up four to five steps. Public use is limited to warm weather, as there is 
no functioning heating system. 

Physical 
The main roof is asphalt in good condition. Rear heating addition roof is 

ruined, including the structure. The rear addition has a brick foundation 
in poor condition. There are no gutters, so water gets to the foundation. 
Stone foundation is in poor condition in some parts, with cracks, tipped top-
stones, and weak rubble support. It appears the foundation does not reach 
below frost level, so is not stable. There is evident moisture intrusion into the 
dirt crawl space. A missing rear stone allows animals into the crawl as well, 
which is reached by humans by a steep ladder from an awkward bathroom 
trap door. The main floor is supported by round joists about 30” on center, so 
is underbuilt by today’s standards. There is some decay in the floor framing, 
which has been patched over the years. Above-grade floors are the original 
wood, tiled over with VCT in some places. Ceilings and most walls are in 
adequate condition, though undoubtedly painted with lead-based paint. The 
main room has a crude central dividing wall, and the stage is similarly di-
vided from them; other partitions are more substantial. Clapboard siding is 
in decent condition, though exterior trim is shifted in some areas and needs 
some work. Exterior signage is adequate and lighting is minimal. The yard is 
small and grassed, with a memorial plaque in front. 

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
The oil-fired warm-air furnace is ruined, having been leaked on when the 

rear roof failed. Ductwork in the crawlspace is useless. Cooling is by window 
and most don’t open. Electrical service is minimal and should be replaced. 
All wiring is old and much-modified. The single bathroom is minimal and 
outdated. There are no sprinklers, fire alarm, or security system. Records and 
artifacts housed in this building deteriorate readily since there is no climate 
control at all. 
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Old Town Hall
Building Analysis

Though the main roof is in good 
condition, water is getting in around 
the cupola, resulting in damage to 
the building and the collection of the 
Historical Society housed inside. 

Energy 
Windows are original, large, and mostly not operable. There are no storms. 

Floors are uninsulated, and walls and ceiling are poorly insulated or not at 
all. There is no heating system, so fuel costs are minimal. 

Interior 
The building has classic exterior lines and proportions, and the inside re-

tains some handsome trim and woodwork where that has not been modi-
fied. The interior spaces are potentially handsome and well proportioned, 
though currently divided up and less so. Furnishings are old but sturdy and 
adequate for the Historical Society uses. There is minimal but adequate jani-
torial space and other storage. 

Conclusion 
The building is handsome and strategically located in the village center, 

but needs lots of work to be useful. The building needs major upgrading 
of energy, plumbing, heating, foundation, framing, roofs, etc. The Historical 
Society makes do with the space, but its collection is being degraded as long 
as it is housed there. This is the most compromised building this committee 
has assessed. It will take a unique vision to see how this building fits into the 
town’s long term needs.  

High Priority Repairs
Foundation��
Roof/water infiltration��
Heat/furnace��
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 2,152
Lot Size: 0.2 acre
Date of Construction: 1887
Construction Type: Wood
Assessed Value-building:
$83,700
Assessed Value-land:
$66,400

Parcel ID
010.J-0000-0053.0

Williamsburg
Fire House

Williamsburg Fire Sta.

5 North Main Street
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Williamsburg Fire
Building Analysis

There is no room for firefighters or 
the public to park on the parcel.

The fire trucks barely fit through the 
doors and within the length of the 
bays.

There is insufficient storage space. 
Floor space is used to store gear.

Overview
The Williamsburg Fire station is housed in a purpose-built structure on a 

residential street near the Williamsburg town center. It consists of 2½ drive 
bays plus vestibule, office and boiler room on the first floor. The second floor, 
over the center section only, has a rudimentary kitchen and is otherwise 
open, with some donated tables and chairs. The Department consists of 20 
volunteer firefighters, plus the chief.

Public
There is minimal parking for the public and firefighters, on-street only. 

There is no open or covered staff parking. There is no handicap access. The 
public entrance is through the front door only. Access to second floor is via 
non-compliant staircase, with no second egress route. The only bathroom is 
a non-accessible toilet and sink for staff, in the boiler room.

Physical
Roofing is in relatively good condition on wings, poor on main section. 

Chimney leaks at roof line and needs topping. Paving is fair, and building is 
quite close to street. Building frost-wall foundation is fair, with some cracks. 
Floors are concrete and tile, in poor to dangerous condition. Ceilings and 
most walls are in poor condition. Wood siding is intact, with minimal decay 
but with peeling paint. Doors are adequate in operation. Exterior signage 
and lighting are minimal. Front truck doors are in good condition, but too 
small for maneuvering. Fire trucks must be ordered at custom size to fit into 
this and the Haydenville station.

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
Boiler and water heater are old, in poor condition. Cooling is by open win-

dow. Electrical service has been upgraded, but water leaks into it from the 
service cable. Capacity is adequate. All wiring is old and much-modified, 
mostly out of code compliance. Plumbing is minimal, leaky and outdated. 
There are a few sprinklers in the drive bays, not in office, boiler room, or 
upstairs. There is a fire alarm system, but no security system.

Energy
Windows are old and in poor condition, uninsulated and with inadequate 

or missing storms. Floors are uninsulated, and walls and ceiling are poorly 
insulated or not at all. Roll-up doors are insulated. Old electric hose drying 
cabinet is non-functional. Oil-fired boiler is inefficient.

Interior
The office is adequate in size, but poorly equipped and laid out. Office 

furnishings include two desks with chairs, and a couple of tables. There is 
one inadequate computer station, a desk, and a printer-fax. Office facilities 
are rudimentary, and not secure. There is an old kitchen and meeting space 
upstairs, and no janitorial space. The Department uses valuable drive floor 
space for storage of fire gear. There is little storage space for seasonal, or 
delicate, or valuable, or rarely-used equipment. There is little room for truck 
maintenance.
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Williamsburg Fire
Building Analysis

Electrical service is subject to water 
leaks.

Conclusion
This building is not worth rebuilding for a fire station. The lot is tiny, right 

next to the river and street, with no expansion possible. There is inadequate 
room for trucks, the main use for the building. All mechanicals are out of 
date, inefficient, and/or dangerous. It lacks sufficient office space, mainte-
nance space, and truck space, and no space exists for storing turnout gear 
adequately. Firefighters lack (and need) lockers, and changing rooms and 
showers after fire calls. Capacity for one more truck is required, though this 
is not possible on this site. Most parts of this facility are nearly unusable for 
its current purpose, though this is not intended as a conclusive evaluation of 
the facility needs of the Department.

High Priority Repairs
Fixing roof leaks and ongoing maintenance are all that are recom-��

mended to keep the building from deteriorating further.
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 3,710 w/Fire Sta
Lot Size: 0.2 acre
Date of Construction: 18xx
Construction Type: Wood
Assessed Value-building:
$217,000 whole structure
Assessed Value-land:
$51,400
2010 Appraisal:
$175,000–210,000

Parcel ID
011.K-0000-0235.0

K-12

Police and
Haydenville Fire

Police Station

16 South Main Street
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Police Station
Building Analysis

There is minimal parking for the 
public and for police vehicles.

Most areas of the police station are 
not handicapped accessible.

Main office room and service coun-
ter.

Overview
The Haydenville Police station is housed in a building that previously 

served as Town Hall, located on a residential street in Haydenville. It con-
sists of four rooms on the first floor plus a bathroom and vestibule. The sta-
tion shares this building with the Haydenville Fire Station. The Department 
consists of nine part-time officers, plus a sergeant and a full-time chief.

Public
The public entrance in front is through the vestibule. There is no public 

bathroom, just a small rear one for staff. There is minimal parking for the 
public in front, with three spaces in back, accessible over a right-of-way, for 
staff. Handicap entrance is in rear at grade, leading to the booking room, but 
not into office or public areas as those are down three steps. Egress is through 
front and rear doors, deemed adequate at rear and fair at front, though not 
sufficiently secure for some operations (see below).

Physical
Roofing is recent metal sheet in good condition. Wood siding is intact, 

but with peeling paint and some decay and damage. Doors are adequate in 
operation. Exterior signage and lighting are minimal. There is no garage or 
covered parking space. Paving is fair. Building foundation is intact. Basement 
is damp and cluttered with abandoned mechanical equipment and facilities. 
Mechanical equipment has short service life in these conditions.

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
Boiler and water heater are fairly new in very good condition. Cooling is 

fair, by window unit(s). Electrical service is shared with Fire Dept, and ser-
vice capacity is adequate. Wiring is old and much-modified (a rat’s nest). 
Plumbing is minimal and outdated. There are no sprinklers or fire alarm, but 
there is a minimal security system. There is no kitchen or break space and 
no janitorial space. 

Energy
Windows are old and in poor condition, uninsulated and with inadequate 

or missing storms. Boiler is recent as is water heater. Walls and ceiling are 
assumed to be poorly insulated as the building is old and much-modified. 
Upstairs is minimally heated.

Interior
Floors are wood and tile, in adequate condition. Ceilings and some walls are 

ornate tin in good condition. Furnishings included five desks with chairs, a 
bench with a handcuff rail in the booking room, and 2–3 old straight chairs. 
There are five adequate computer stations, printers, fax, copier, shredder, all 
adequate. There are adequate surveillance cameras, clocks, etc.

The Department uses an old Town safe for record storage, but it is hard 
to get to. The Department also stores records in the current Town Office 
Building basement, damp and unsupervised. There is a gun locker and drug 
locker in workable condition. There is no room for seasonal or rarely used 
equipment.
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Police Station
Building Analysis

Parking in rear for three police 
vehicles.

Conclusion
There are several drawbacks to the current arrangement/reuse of this build-

ing. Public enters in front, passes through the vestibule and enters the station 
proper. People are then right inside the station with only a swinging gate 
for separation, deemed unsafe for public or officers. There is no handicap-
accessible public entrance, or bathroom. Only one suspect can be questioned 
or booked at a time with privacy, and no space exists for holding a second 
suspect awaiting questioning or booking. Windows in the booking room 
should be frosted for privacy. The officers lack (and need) lockers, changing 
rooms, and showers after certain calls. The chief and sergeant need separate 
lockable offices. There is no garage space for repairs or storage. Some items 
are stored off site.

This is not intended as an exhaustive evaluation of the facility needs of the 
Department.

High Priority Repairs
Fixing roof leaks and ongoing maintenance are all that are recom-��

mended to keep the building from deteriorating further.
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 3,710 w/Police
Lot Size: 0.2 acre
Date of Construction: added 
1960
Construction Type: Wood
Assessed Value-building:
$217,000 whole structure
Assessed Value-land:
$51,400
2010 Appraisal:
$175,000–$210,000

Parcel ID
011.K-0000-0235.0

K-12

Police and
Haydenville Fire

Haydenville Fire Station

16 South Main Street



40	 Williamsburg Building Needs Committee 2010

Haydenville Fire Station
Building Analysis

The department uses valuable floor 
space for storage of fire gear due to 
lack of other storage space.

Wiring is outdated and much-
modified.

Overview
The Haydenville Fire station is housed in the same building as the Police 

Station, occupying the second floor and a side addition. It consists of two 
drive bays plus modest storage space. The second floor, over the adjacent po-
lice station, has an abandoned bathroom and is otherwise open, with some 
donated tables and chairs. The Department consists of 20 volunteer fire-
fighters, plus the chief, and uses this space as well as the Williamsburg Fire 
Station.

Public
There is minimal parking for the public and firefighters, on-street only. 

There is no open or covered staff parking. There is no handicap access. The 
public entrance is through a hall door. Access to second floor is via non-
compliant staircase, with no second egress route. The only bathroom is a 
non-handicap-accessible toilet and sink for staff in the boiler room.

Physical
Roofing is recent in good condition over the garage bays, fair on main 

section. The paving is fair and the building is quite close to the street. The 
basement is damp, with antiquated mechanicals and electrical. Floors are 
concrete in fair condition. Ceilings and most walls are in poor condition. 
Wood siding is mostly intact, with minimal decay but with peeling paint. 
Overhead doors are recent and adequate in operation. Exterior signage and 
lighting are minimal. Front truck doors are in good condition, but too small 
for maneuvering. Fire trucks must be ordered at custom size to fit into both 
town stations.

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing
Boiler and water heater are old, in poor condition. Cooling is by open win-

dow. Electrical service is adequate for the minimal draw. All wiring is old and 
much-modified, mostly out of code compliance. Plumbing is minimal, leaky 
and outdated. There is a public sewer connection. There are no sprinklers. 
There is no fire alarm system or security system. Heating uses  about 1,000 
gals of fuel oil per year with thermostat set in mid-forties.

Energy
Windows are old and in poor condition, uninsulated and with inadequate 

or missing storms. Floors are uninsulated, and walls and ceiling are poorly 
insulated or not at all. Attic is virtually uninsulated, and could benefit short-
term from 12–16” of blown cellulose at reasonable cost. Roll-up doors are 
insulated. Oil-fired boiler is 30 years old and inefficient.

Interior
There is no office. There is no kitchen or bath in the meeting space upstairs, 

and no janitorial space on either floor. The Department uses valuable drive 
floor space for storage of fire gear. There is little storage space for seasonal, or 
delicate, or valuable, or rarely-used equipment.
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Haydenville Fire Station
Building Analysis

Conclusion
This building is not worth rebuilding for a fire station. The lot is tiny, with 

no expansion possible. There is inadequate room for trucks, the main use 
for the building. All mechanicals are out of date, inefficient, and/or danger-
ous. It lacks office space, maintenance space, and truck space, and no space 
exists for storing turnout gear adequately. Firefighters lack (and need) lock-
ers and changing rooms and showers after fire calls. There is little room for 
truck maintenance, hose storage, tools, or equipment. Firefighters need to be 
able to wash their turnout gear, their tools and apparatus. They could also 
use education space, an Emergency Operations center, records storage, etc. 
Capacity for one more truck is required, though this is not possible on this 
site. Most parts of this facility are nearly unusable for its current purpose, 
though this is not intended as a conclusive evaluation of the facility needs of 
the Department.

High Priority Repairs
Fixing roof leaks and ongoing maintenance are all that are recom-��

mended to keep the building from deteriorating further.



Haydenville Fire Station
- Floor Plans
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 1,188
Lot Size: 0.1 acre
Date of Construction: 1889
Construction Type: Wood
Assessed Value-building:
$164,400
Assessed Value-land:
$47,900
2010 Appraisal:
$75,000–$85,000

Parcel ID
011.K-0000-0196.0

K-12

Haydenville
Library

Haydenville Library

136 Main Street
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Haydenville Library
Building Analysis

Interior views.

Overview
The Haydenville Library is housed in a purpose-built building on Route 

9 in Haydenville. It consists of one major room plus a back hall and simple 
bathroom. The building has not been altered too much from its original 
1889 layout. The building was a gift to the Haydenville Library Association 
from Miss Anna Hayden, who had it built for $1,000. It has been a Town 
library since 1889.

Public
There is no parking whatsoever for public or staff, on- or off-street. The 

Brassworks parking area across Main St. has been used by patrons and staff 
for years. Handicap access is adequate via a side ramp, though conditions are 
tight once inside. The public may also enter and exit through the front door. 
There is only one bathroom, somewhat accessible, on the main floor. The 
building is cozy and intimate.

Physical
Roofing is slate in fair condition. Stone foundation is in decent condition, 

with some cracks, and evident moisture intrusion into the marginal base-
ment. The basement is used for the furnace only, and is reached by steep lad-
der from a hall trap door. Basement floor is dirt. Above-grade floors are the 
original wood, tile in the bathroom. Ceilings and most walls are in adequate 
condition. Siding is in good condition and should receive painting every de-
cade or so. Exterior signage is adequate and lighting is minimal. Trees to 
south and west encroach on the building. The fuel oil tank is in the crawl-
space.

Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing
Oil-fired warm-air furnace is in good condition, though not very efficient; 

since the space is small it’s all one zone, in fact, only one register. The wa-
ter heater is likewise in good condition. Cooling is by window and screen 
door. Electrical service is adequate. Most wiring is old and much-modified. 
Plumbing is minimal and outdated, though adequate. There are no sprin-
klers or security system.

Energy
Windows are original and mostly not opened. Floors are uninsulated, and 

walls and ceiling are poorly insulated or not at all. The furnace is inefficient. 
Since the building is used only a few hours each week, it is not expensive to 
heat, but insulation would improve comfort.

Interior
 The library has nice lines, is tiny and cute, and has simple, handsome trim 

and woodwork. The space is small but adequate for the amount of use it 
gets currently. Furnishings are old but sturdy and adequate. There are two 
computer stations, one for the public and one for staff, and desks and tables. 
There is fiber-optic service to the building and Wi-Fi service for the public. 
There is minimal but adequate janitorial space, and little other storage.
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Haydenville Library
Building Analysis

Back entrance.

Rear view.

Conclusion
The building is handsome and beloved by the town. Bylaw mandates its use 

as a library. The building needs minor upgrading of energy, plumbing, heat-
ing, roofing systems. As long as the voters are willing to pay for it, it should 
remain in its current purpose and be brought into more efficient condition. 

High Priority Repairs
Check heating system for odor/possible fuel oil leak.��



Haydenville Library
- Floor Plans

Building Analysis
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 2,746
Lot Size: 9.0 acre
Date of Construction: 
Construction Type: Wood
Assessed Value-building:
n/a
Assessed Value-land:
$41,800

Parcel ID
008.H-000-0020.0

Transfer Station

Well Pumping
Station

Land Parcel
G-16 included
in F-24

Transfer Station

25 Mountain Street
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Parcel ID
011.K-0000-0154.0

K-12

Ames Athletic Fields
(Bathroom and
Storage Buildings)

Ames Athletic
7 Fairfield Avenue

Building Statistics
Square Footage: 312 (main build-
ing) + 96 (auxiliary)
Lot Size: 4.4 acre
Date of Construction: 
Construction Type: Block/wood
Assessed Value-building:
$9,100
Assessed Value-land:
$100,800
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Building Statistics
Square Footage: 306
Lot Size: 0.4 acre
Date of Construction: 
Construction Type: Block/brick
Assessed Value-building:
$8,900
Assessed Value-land:
$56,800

Parcel ID
011.K-0000-0259.A

K-12

Pumping
Station

Sewer Pumping Station
42 South Main Street
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Condition

Historic Value

Fitness for Use

Poor

Low

Poor

Fair

Fair

Good

High

Good

Building Statistics
Square Footage: 864 (main build-
ing) + 215 (auxiliary)
Lot Size: -
Date of Construction: 
Construction Type: Block/brick
Assessed Value-building:
$18,100
Assessed Value-land:
$45,200

Parcel ID
007.G-0000-0032.0

Transfer Station

Well Pumping
Station

Land Parcel
G-16 included
in F-24

Well House
51R South Street
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Recommendations

Programmatic Needs
Programmatic needs are defined as the space requirements necessary for the 

Town’s operational functions to take place efficiently in buildings.  Through 
a survey of existing administrative departments, boards and committees in 
town, the Committee was able to quantify preliminary space needs for these 
groups.  In general, the greatest administrative needs were for file storage, 
functional office space, private meeting space, and adequate restrooms.  The 
Council on Aging identified special needs which included a functioning 
kitchen and dining space as well as private meeting areas.

Aside from the elementary school’s programmatic needs, the greatest town 
need is for a functioning life safety complex for the fire and police depart-
ments.  Options for satisfying this need are outlined in the “Recommenda-
tions” section of this report.

For the purposes of this report, file storage needs were recorded as re-
quested in the survey responses.  A growth factor of 10% was included to 
satisfy future filing needs.  It should be noted, however that this committee 
suspects that there are existing inefficiencies in current filing practices within 
the town offices.  This committee recommends that a systematic department 
by department and committee by committee assessment and purging and 
reorganizing of files be undertaken by the town.

As a general guide, a 90 square foot per person office space was assumed 
in this programming effort.  The following table documents projected needs 
for the town’s administrative functions.  A factor 30% has been added for 
circulation and file storage.  This committee recommends that prior to any 
renovations to the existing town offices or any other space in town that a 
comprehensive programming effort take place.
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Building Recommendations

OPTIONS SUMMARY
In evaluating the Town’s building assets, this committee looked for pos-

sible solutions that address the Town’s need to improve operating conditions 
and efficiency and to maintain the historic character of the community.  The 
options outlined below suggest that if the Town is unsuccessful in securing 
funding to restore and renovate its deteriorated buildings, that the Town 
consider selling these properties to help defray the costs of renovations and 
a new life safety complex.  Through the course of this study it became evi-
dent that the greatest factors in developing a solution to provide safe and 
efficient operating facilities for the Town lie in solutions to the school and 
life safety complexes.  The following three options were developed by the 
committee and reflect building conditions observed and concerns voiced 
through the course of the study.  Each option is guided by possible out-
comes of the School Building Committee Study which is currently being 
conducted in concert with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.  
Moving forward, this committee suggests that sometime after the comple-
tion of the School study, the Town hire a consultant to conduct detailed 
programmatic studies for all Town departments.  These studies should eval-
uate in detail the options outlined below and possible alternative sources of 
funding including grants, state or federal aid.  Note that to help in evalu-
ating the options below, this committee hired the services of FSI Apprais-
ers to estimate market values for several of the Town’s existing structures. 

(continued)
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OPTION 1
This option assumes that the elementary schools consolidated in a renovat-

ed and expanded Dunphy School facility and that the James School becomes 
available to house consolidated Town administrative facilities.  A brief analy-
sis of the James School building confirms that the facility is large enough to 
accommodate Police administrative function, Council on Aging, the Town 
administrative offices, and the Town Historical Collection.  The accompany-
ing Option 1 sketches confirm that these programs will fit within the exist-
ing James School building.  Each of these is discussed in detail below.

Town Administrative Offices
Preliminary programming efforts have established that the Town’s admin-

istrative functions currently housed in the Town Office Building in Hayden-
ville could be accommodated somewhere else in approximately 4,200 gross 
square feet of space (exclusive of large assembly space for meetings).  The 
firm FSI Appraisers placed the market value of the Haydenville Town Of-
fices at approximately $820,000.  This committee suggests that under this 
scenario, the Haydenville Town Offices be vacated and sold to help defray 
the cost of renovating the James School Building.  The committee suggests 
that a deed restriction be placed on the building to protect the historic char-
acter of the building exterior in the face of any development that might take 
place.  It should also be noted that access to the town offices parking lot is via 
an easement from the adjacent Congregational Church and that this access 
should be addressed in any sale of the property.  

Police / Fire
This option suggests that the Haydenville Facility at 16 South Main 

Street in Haydenville be sold to help defray the cost of developing the James 
School.  FSI Appraisers has placed the market value for this building at ap-
proximately $192,500.  It was this committee’s opinion that consolidating 
the Town’s life safety functions in a common facility was the most prudent 
option.  The committee used the proposed Chesterfield Life Safety Com-
plex as a precedent for cost and programmatic needs for these departments.  
Given the limited development potential of the Williamsburg Fire Station, 
the committee members recommend that the Town consider transferring 
this facility to the fire department for their use as a fire museum.

Old Town Hall / Historical Society
The Historical Society is currently housed in the Old Town Hall in the 

center of Williamsburg.  While an important iconic Greek revival structure 
in the Town’s center, the building is unheated and rapidly deteriorating.  Un-
conditioned space and frequent roof leaks have damaged the historic collec-
tion.  If funding for restoration and maintenance of the building cannot be 
found, the Town must find an occupant with sufficient funding to preserve 
and operate the building before the structure deteriorates further.  It is this 
committee’s recommendation that the historical collection be relocated to 
a conditioned space and the Town consider selling the Old Town Hall to 
help defray project costs associated with the James School renovations.  The 
Town should seek a buyer who will reinvigorate the building with an active 
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James School / Option 1

Second Floor

First Floor

Ground Floor
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Fire Apparatus Building on James Site / Option 1
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use and restore it to its original Greek revival grandeur.  FSI Appraisers has 
placed the market value for this building at approximately $115,000.  This 
committee recognizes the importance of this building to the character of 
the downtown and suggests deed restrictions be placed on the building to 
maintain its exterior character.  One additional concern associated with the 
building is the limited availability of parking associated with this building.  
The committee suggests that the town look for creative parking solutions to 
make the development feasible.



58	 Williamsburg Building Needs Committee 2010

Recommendations

OPTION 2
This option assumes that the elementary schools are consolidated in a ren-

ovated and expanded Dunphy School facility and that the James School is 
sold to help defray the costs of constructing a new Life Safety complex and 
renovating the Town Offices.  FSI Appraisers has placed the market value for 
this building at approximately $1,870,000.  The Committee recommends 
that prior to the sale of the James School that the site be apportioned to al-
low sufficient land area to the south to facilitate a new Life Safety complex 
that includes facilities for Fire and Police departments.  

Town Administrative Offices
The existing Town Offices in Haydenville currently house the adminis-

trative functions, the Council on Aging and a large assembly space on the 
second floor.  Under this option, these functions would remain in the build-
ing, but be reconfigured to improve efficiency.  The accompanying Option 2 
sketches (opposite page) show a possible reconfiguration of uses within the 
building. It is also likely that new bathroom facilities will be required to serve 
the building’s functions.  

Fire / Police
This option suggests that the Haydenville Facility at 16 South Main Street 

in Haydenville be sold to help defray the cost of developing a new Life Safety 
Complex.  FSI Appraisers has placed the market value for this building at 
approximately $192,500.   The new complex could be constructed on the 
southern portion of the James School site (see sketch on page 60) or on an 
acquired Electric Company site along Route 9.  The accompanying sketches 
shows a facility based on the Chesterfield complex on the on both sites.  The 
committee recommends further investigation of the Electric Company site 
take place as to the feasibility of this proposal.

Old Town Hall / Historical Society
Since the Town Office Building in Haydenville is not large enough to ac-

commodate any additional program, the Historical Society would have to 
remain in the Old Town Hall, or find private accommodations elsewhere.  
It is unlikely that this Society will be capable of funding the much needed 
renovations to the building – or necessary ongoing maintenance without the 
support of the Town.  Therefore this Committee has serious concerns about 
the state of this important building under this scenario.
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Town Offices / Option 2

Second Floor

First Floor
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Public Safety on Parcel Divided from James School / Option 2
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OPTION 3
This option assumes that both elementary school buildings continue to 

serve as elementary schools and that the only recourse the Town has is to 
renovate the Haydenville Town Offices and the Old Town Hall in Williams-
burg and to construct a new Life Safety Complex on the acquired Electric 
Company site.  Renovations of these existing buildings will be a substantial 
financial burden to the community and ongoing maintenance funds must 
be established.  This option is similar to Option 2 above except the only 
available site for a new life safety complex that this committee considered as 
remotely viable is the Electric Company parcel on Route 9 at Kellogg Road.  

Public Safety on Mass Electric Parcel / Option 3
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Building Needs Committee Options and Recommendations

**Note: all costs are rough estimates--placeholders for order-of-magnitude purposes.

Building Suggested action Estimated cost

James School
Renovate the building to house the 
Town offices, Police,  
Seniors  and Historical Society.

$3,375,000 1

Town Offices (Haydenville) Sell the building 3 ($820,000)

Haydenville Fire/Police Sell the building 3 ($192,000)

Old Town Hall / Hist. Society Sell the building 3 ($115,000)

Williamsburg Fire Station Donate as Fire Museum. 3 $0 

New Fire Complex

New 6,000 SF Fire Building located on 
the James School Site.

$1,638,000 6

SUBTOTAL $3,886,000 

Dunphy School
Expand and renovate the building for 
use by the school. $3,570,000 7

TOTAL $7,456,000 

Option 1

Notes:

22,515 Sq. ft.  usable space @ $150/SF = $3,377,250. Remodeling costs vary with design

Unlikely to use the James School as part of improved elementary school design, but State requires feasibility study

Building poorly suited to current uses; sale or other use recommended

13,600 Sq. Ft. x 68% x $150/SF = ~$1,400,000. Some rooms remain as is. Remodeling costs vary with design.

Basic repairs to roof, foundation, heating system only

Using Chesterfield's Life Safety complex anticipated costs of  $273 per Sq. Ft.

 Projected Dunphy School expansion has been estimated at $8,500,000; Commonwealth will pay >58%

1

6

7

5

2

3

4
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Suggested action Estimated cost Suggested action Estimated cost

Sell the building ($1,870,000)
Renovate the building for use by the 
school, included with Dunphy 
renovation/addition.

0 2

Renovate portions for continued use 
in Town Administration $1,400,000 4

Renovate portions for continued use 
in Town Administration. $1,400,000 4

Sell the building 3 ($192,000) Sell the building 3 ($192,000)

Renovate building to continue as 

Historical Society or other use. 5
$330,000 

Renovate building to continue as 

Historical Society or other use. 5
$330,000 

Donate as Fire Museum. 3 $0 Donate as Fire Museum. 3 $0 

New 11,000 SF Life Safety Building on 
the James School site or the Electric 
Company site for Fire and Police $3,000,000 6

New 11,000 SF Life Safety Building on 
the Electric Company site for Fire and 
Police $3,000,000 6

$2,668,000 $4,538,000 

Expand and renovate the building for 
use by the school. $3,570,000 7

Expand and renovate the building for 
use by the school. $3,570,000 7

$6,238,000 $8,108,000 

Option 2 Option 3
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Land Recommendations
The town has many pieces of land that should be looked at for possible 

change. These changes could involve ownership, use, and sale or even in some 
cases land taking. 

Most of these areas of concern would require minimal funding and in some 
cases no funding. Just as we need to better manage the buildings in town and 
their uses we can’t neglect the land parcels. 

Miscellaneous Parcels
There are many snippets of land (less than an acre) that are so small that 

they are overlooked. Fort Hill Road has a snippet consisting of 0.2 acres and 
Williams Street has another snippet consisting of 0.2 acres. If they were 
given or sold to the abutters, the town would lessen its liability and possibly 
raise some minimal tax revenue. 

Mill Street Crossing
The Mill Street bridge access points are becoming blurred and forgotten. It 

would make a nice path into town if a small walking bridge was put on the 
original site.

Old Dam Access 
There seems to be an issue with townspeople not being able to hike to the 

old dam at the end of Judd Lane. It would be nice for the town gain access 
some way to enable this historic site to be accessed and enjoyed.

Parking Near Old Town Hall and Angel Park
The Old Town Hall would need additional parking if it were designated 

for some new use. One option would be to close the driveway between the 
War Memorial and the Old Town Hall and use that area for parking. The 
parking could also be used for accessing Angel Park. 

Parking at Ames Field
With the real possibility on having a bike path end in Haydenville, the 

town should look into the Ames Field parking area for possible expansion. 

Recreational / Open Space Parcels
There are also two pieces (the Briar Hill Road trail and the O’Neil Road 

trail) listed as recreational but few people take the time to utilize them. May-
be the use should be promoted or enhanced. A three-acre piece is on Route 
9 across from the Family Vet, along the river. If possible, a small parking 
space could be prepared for gaining access to the river. Our survey has identi-
fied five significant parcels that might deserve better promotion for use: 106 
Briar Hill Road (50 acres), 4 O’Neil Road (17 acres), 74 Henhawk Trail (42 
acres), 5 Geer Hill Road (131 acres), and 96 Main Street (3.3 acres).

The town is fortunate to have a Woodland Trails Committee and Open 
Space Committee who are actively working to promote increased trail use 
and an Open Space plan. The Open Space Committee has undertaken an 
update of the Town’s Five Year Open Space Plan and expects to complete it 
by January of 2011.

The current end of Mill Street at the 
river.

A view across the Mill River to the 
bridge abutment on the south bank 
and the continuation to
Route 9.

Driveway for the Dunphy School 
passing between the Veterans Me-
morial (right) and the Old Town 
Hall (left). This area could provide 
some parking spaces for the Old 
Town Hall and for Angel Park.
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Appendix A: Original Charge

Appendix A: Original Charge to Committee
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Appendix A: Original Charge
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Appendix B: Benchmarking SurveyAppendix B: Benchmarking Survey

Massachusetts Department of Revenue Note:  Towns filtered by Census between 1500 - 3500 and
Division of Local Services Operating Budget between $3.0m and $9.0m
Municipal Data Bank/Local Aid Section in Franklin and Hampshire Counties

State Total Income Per Capita = $25,952
State total equalized valuation 2006 divided by 2006 population = $153,979

Municipality County
City or 
Town

2007 
Estimated 
US Census 

1999 
Income per 

Capita

2006 
EQV/2006 
US Census

Land SQ 
Miles

2007 Public 
Road 

Mileage

FY08 
Operating 

Budget

ASHFIELD Franklin Town 1,815 26,483 126,059 40.3 83.19 3,899,103
BERNARDSTON Franklin Town 2,225 20,959 87,763 23.41 58.07 4,482,578
BUCKLAND Franklin Town 1,990 20,033 96,376 19.56 50.5 4,123,911
COLRAIN Franklin Town 1,840 18,948 75,296 43.38 86.32 3,352,483
HATFIELD Hampshire Town 3,258 24,813 140,537 16.02 59.37 8,838,466
HUNTINGTON Hampshire Town 2,193 19,385 81,791 26.64 54.31 4,132,278
LEVERETT Franklin Town 1,746 31,891 148,077 22.85 43.03 5,538,437
NORTHFIELD Franklin Town 2,985 21,517 112,439 34.41 83.73 6,750,214
SHELBURNE Franklin Town 2,036 20,329 107,291 23.25 59.18 3,801,335
SHUTESBURY Franklin Town 1,834 26,260 116,669 26.61 41.95 5,353,958
WESTHAMPTON Hampshire Town 1,586 25,360 133,098 27.14 47.78 4,068,180
WHATELY Franklin Town 1,555 27,826 119,378 20.18 48.3 4,562,128

AVERAGES 2,089 23,650 112,065 27 60 4,908,589
WILLIAMSBURG Hampshire Town 2,440 25,813 118,791 25.63 50.62 6,166,772

WMSBG RANK Avg Avg Avg Avg Avg Avg
Other Towns
Chesterfield Hampshire Town 1,273 19,220 127,375 31.1 58.33 2,669,958
Southampton Hampshire Town 5,962 26,205 113,609 28.15 75.76 14,657,316

Benchmarking of Other Towns
With the goal of providing some context for number and size of buildings, 

the committee surveyed nearby towns with similar demographics. We asked 
the number of employees and the amount of equipment in each of eight de-
partments: Highway, Police, Fire, Library, School, Transfer Station, Water 
Department, and Town Offices.

Towns were selected for comparable population. The list of towns and cen-
sus data appears below and the survey results by department are on the fol-
lowing pages.
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HIGHWAY

Municipality # of FTE
# of 

Vehicles # of Bldgs Bldg Sq Ft
Share 

Services Surplus Space

ASHFIELD 6 10 1 8800 no no
BERNARDSTON 3 3 1 5700 no no
BUCKLAND 4 5 0 0 no no
COLRAIN 4 4 1 6154 no no
HATFIELD 4 10 3 9240 no need more
HUNTINGTON 3 7 3 4800 no need more
LEVERETT 4 10 1 9710 Yes Need more
NORTHFIELD 5 11 2 6450 Yes OK
SHELBURNE 5 9 1 6000 No OK
SHUTESBURY 3 8 1 no no
WESTHAMPTON 4 8 2 9,600 mower old salt shed
WHATELY 4 11 3 3600 grader? Need more

AVERAGES 4.1 8.0 1.6 6369 -
WILLIAMSBURG 4.0 10 3 7200 no OK

WMSBG RANK Avg Avg Avg
Other Towns
Chesterfield 3 9 2 yes need more
Southampton 8 29 2 no enough

POLICE

Municipality # of FTE
# of 

Vehicles # of Bldgs Bldg Sq Ft
Share 

Services
Surplus 
Space

ASHFIELD 2 2 1 400 mutual aid need more
BERNARDSTON 3.5 3 1 1100
BUCKLAND 2 3 1 2500 no yes
COLRAIN 2 2 1 300 no no
HATFIELD 3 2 1 400 no need more
HUNTINGTON 1.75 2 1 192 no need more
LEVERETT 2.5 2 shared 700 mutual aid need more
NORTHFIELD 3.4 4 Share 450 Mutual Aid need more
SHELBURNE 2 4 shared 450 mutual aid need more
SHUTESBURY 3.5 3 1 500 mutual aid need more
WESTHAMPTON 1 2 shared 288 mutual aid need more
WHATELY ? 3 1 2500 mutual aid no

AVERAGES 2.4 2.7 1.0 815
WILLIAMSBURG 2.8 3 1 1270 mutual aid need more

WMSBG RANK Avg. Avg. Avg.
Other Towns
Chesterfield 0 2 d w/ town off no need more
Southampton 8 5 1 no need more
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FIRE

Municipality # of FTE # of Vehicles # of Bldgs Bldg Sq Ft
Share 

Services
Surplus 
Space

ASHFIELD 0 3 1 1850 mutual aid need more
BERNARDSTON 1 3 1 1840 mutual aid ok
BUCKLAND 1 4 1 8800 fire dist ?
COLRAIN 2 4 1 6884 ambulance ?
HATFIELD 1 7 1 2450 mutual aid need more
HUNTINGTON 0 7 2 3750 mutual aid need more
LEVERETT 0 7 shared 2300 mutual aid ok
NORTHFIELD 0 7 1 4525 mutual aid need more
SHELBURNE Fire Dist. - - - -
SHUTESBURY 1 3 1 4450 mutual aid ok
WESTHAMPTON 1 7 1 3,786 mutual aid need more
WHATELY 0 5 1 3500 mutual aid OK

AVERAGES 0.6 5.2 1.1 4012
WILLIAMSBURG 1 5 2 4692 mutual aid need more

WMSBG RANK Avg. Avg. High
Other Towns
Chesterfield 0 7 2 mutual aid need more
Southampton 1 12 2 mutual aid need more

LIBRARY

Municipality # of FTE
# of 

Vehicles # of Bldgs Bldg Sq Ft
Share 

Services
Surplus 
Space

ASHFIELD 1 0 1 5550 CWMars need more
BERNARDSTON 1 0 1 CWMars OK
BUCKLAND 0.75 0 1 950 CWMars OK
COLRAIN 1 0 1 2494 CWMars no
HATFIELD 3 0 1 3490 W. Mass. Reneed more
HUNTINGTON 1 0 1 2100 no need more
LEVERETT 1.5 0 1 7605 CWMARS No
NORTHFIELD ? 0 1 9500 CW Mars OK
SHELBURNE 0 0 2 3420 yes OK
SHUTESBURY 1.5 0 1 900 ? need more
WESTHAMPTON 1.5 0 1 1,500 CW Mars currently bu
WHATELY 1 0 1 3250 no ok

AVERAGES 1.2 0.0 1.1 3705
WILLIAMSBURG 2.9 0 2 4788 CW Mars ok

WMSBG RANK High Avg. High
Other Towns
Chesterfield 0 1 CWMARS need more
Southampton 0 0 1 no no
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SCHOOL

Municipality # of FTE
# of 

students # of Bldgs Bldg Sq Ft
Share 

Services
Surplus 
Space

ASHFIELD 0 133 1 37000 Mohawk Reg  OK
BERNARDSTON 50 223 1 36870 Pioneer Valle   No
BUCKLAND  Mohawk Trail 1 - - -
COLRAIN Mohawk Trail 1 - - -
HATFIELD 55 424 2 103867 no no
HUNTINGTON ? 1 48000 yes surplus
LEVERETT 35 140 1 36400 yes no
NORTHFIELD Regional - - - - -
SHELBURNE Regional - - - - -
SHUTESBURY ? 160 1 ? ?

WESTHAMPTON 30 150 1 no no
WHATELY ? 140 1 30000 yes no

AVERAGES 34.0 195.7 1.1 48690
WILLIAMSBURG 31.7 155 2 44522 yes no

WMSBG RANK Avg. Avg. High
Other Towns
Chesterfield regional 170 1 yes no
Southampton 130 600 1 no need more

TRANSFER STATION

Municipality # of FTE # of vehicles # of Bldgs Bldg Sq Ft
Share 

Services
Surplus 
Space

ASHFIELD 0.5 0 1 144 no need more
BERNARDSTON 0.5 1 ? ? warming hut
BUCKLAND 0.5 0 1 200 no only a porta-
COLRAIN 0.5 0 1 270 no several shed
HATFIELD 1 0 1 160 ? ?
HUNTINGTON 0.25 0 1 48 HRMC OK
LEVERETT 1 0 1 ? Amherst no
NORTHFIELD ? 0 ? ? Franklin Cty OK
SHELBURNE 0 0 1 ? Charlemont OK
SHUTESBURY ? ? ? ? ? ?

WESTHAMPTON 0.25 0 2 914 Hamp. Reg. no
WHATELY 0.5 0 1 ? no no

AVERAGES 0.5 0.0 1.1 289
WILLIAMSBURG ? 0 2 2564 ? no

WMSBG RANK Avg. High
Other Towns
Chesterfield 0 stor shed HRMC NEED
Southampton 0 0 1 no no
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WATER DEPARTMENT

Municipality # of FTE
# of 

vehicles # of Bldgs Bldg Sq Ft
Share 

Services
Surplus 
Space

ASHFIELD 0 ? 0 ? ? ?
BERNARDSTON 0 0 1 ? ? ?
BUCKLAND 2 1 1 720 yes no
COLRAIN None ? 0 ? ? ?
HATFIELD 1 1 2 3238 ? adequate
HUNTINGTON 1.75 1 3 1048 no need more
LEVERETT N/A - - - -
NORTHFIELD 0 0 0 ? 0 0
SHELBURNE District - - - - -
SHUTESBURY N/A - - - - -
WESTHAMPTON 0 0 0 ? 0 0
WHATELY 0.5 1 2 no no

AVERAGES 0.7 0.6 1.0
WILLIAMSBURG 0.8 0 2 1385 yes no

WMSBG RANK Avg. Avg.
Other Towns
Chesterfield 0 0 0 NO n/a
Southampton 3 high dept 2 no no

TOWN OFFICES

Municipality # of FTE # of vehicles # of Bldgs Bldg Sq Ft
Share 

Services
Surplus 
Space

ASHFIELD 2 0 1 500 yes-account need more
BERNARDSTON 4 0 1 7232 no Need more, 
BUCKLAND 4.25 0 1 5280 no no
COLRAIN 6 0 1 4254 no no
HATFIELD 8 0 1 16473 no
HUNTINGTON 1.75 0 1 6408 no need more
LEVERETT 5 0 1 2500 Yes OK
NORTHFIELD ? 0 1 13261 No need more
SHELBURNE 1 0 1 4500 o need more
SHUTESBURY ? 0 1 ? ? ?
WESTHAMPTON ? 0 1 3,710 no need more
WHATELY 2.5 0 2 8684 yes OK

AVERAGES 3.8 0.0 1.1 6,618 -
WILLIAMSBURG 5 0 1 13608 ? ?

WMSBG RANK High Avg. Avg.
Other Towns
Chesterfield 1 0 1 no need
Southampton 8 0 1 no renov old sch
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Appendix C: Energy Audits

In 2009, the Town commissioned energy audits of all buildings. The 
work was funded by the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resourc-
es and the report was prepared by The Center for Ecological Technol-
ogy in Pittsfield. The audits are attached on the following pages...
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Appendix D: Appraisals

FSI Appraisal Company of Northampton was contracted to appraise 
five buildings: Haydenville Police/Fire, Haydenville Library, Old Town 
Hall, Helen E. James School, and Town Offices. The conclusions on 
ranges in value are shown on the following pages.

Appraised values in summary:
Haydenville Police-Fire: 	 $175,000 – $210,000
Haydenville Library: 		  $75,000 – $85,000
Old Town Hall: 		  $100,000 – $130,000
Helen E. James School: 	 $1,760,000 – $1,980,000
Town Offices: 			  $775,000 – $865,000
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Haydenville Police/Fire
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Haydenville Police/Fire
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Haydenville Library
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Haydenville Library
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Old Town Hall



Williamsburg Building Needs Committee 2010	 89

Appendix D: Appraisals

Old Town Hall



90	 Williamsburg Building Needs Committee 2010

Appendix D: Appraisals

Helen E. James School
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Helen E. James School



92	 Williamsburg Building Needs Committee 2010

Appendix D: Appraisals

Town Offices
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Town Offices
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Town Offices
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Appendix E: Maps
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