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The Anne T. Dunphy 

Renovation and Addition 

project, approved by 

Town Meeting in the 

spring of 2012, is moving 

forward.  The School 

Building Committee 

continues to work with 

Drummey Rosane 

Anderson, Inc. (DRA), 

project architect, and 

ARCADIS, our owner’s 

project manager.  The 

School Building Committee News 

process has continued 

on its projected track 

with the “60% 

construction documents” 

submitted to the 

Massachusetts School 

Building Authority just 

last week.   The School 

Building Committee, with 

support of the School 

Committee, has 

requested that the 

Department of Energy 

Resources (DOER) 

contract with the US 

Forest Service Wood 

Education and Resource 

Center (WERC) to 

conduct a wood energy 

feasibility study to 

determine the feasibility 

of incorporation into the 

project.  The project is on 

schedule with bids 

targeted to go out in 

January 2013 and 

construction anticipated 

to begin in March 2013.   

 

Location Change for Annual and  
Special Town Meetings and Voting 

With the Anne T. Dunphy School under 

construction beginning in spring 2013, all 

elections and Town Meetings will be held at the 

Williamsburg Town Offices, 141 Main Street, 

Haydenville.   

Note the location change for the March 2013 

Caucus, May 7, 2013 election, and the June 4, 

2013 Annual Town Meeting. 

 

http://www.burgy.org/
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      Vacancies!  We need you! 
 

The Town is always seeking individuals to participate within town 
government.  Below is a list of current vacancies.  If you are interested, 
please contact the Board of Selectmen’s office at 268-8400.  

 Capital Planning Committee 

 Conservation Commission 

 Council on Aging Advisory Board 

 Cultural Council 

 Open Space Committee 

 Planning Board 

 Shade Tree Committee 

 Technology Committee 

 Veterans’ Memorial Committee  
 

     Fire Chief Search Committee: 
 

With the Fire Chief retiring in early April 2013, the Williamsburg Board of Selectmen is creating a 

Fire Chief Search Committee to review and finalize a job description, to review applicant 

information, and to screen, interview and recommend the final candidates.  The Board is seeking one 

more member to participate on the Committee.  If you are interested, please contact the Board of 

Selectmen’s office at 268-8400.  

 

In recent years, during the Open 

Space Planning process and the 

Village Center Visioning, it 

became clear that there is a 

strong public interest in 

connecting the two village 

centers in Williamsburg with a 

non-automotive pathway.  In 

response to requests by 

residents, the Select Board 

created the Mill River Greenway 

The Greenway Committee's first 

goal is to explore what it would 

take to make this project 

possible, and to report its 

findings to the Select Board by 

June of 2013.  Part of this 

exploration will involve 

respectfully reaching out to 

property and business owners 

along the potential route. It will 

be looking into varied sources of 

funding, public and private. 

It welcomes questions and 

comments.  It meets monthly at 

the town offices -- check the 

town calendar for the meeting 

dates.  It will also be organizing a 

public input meeting as part of 

exploring this possibility. 

Committee to explore the 

feasibility of the idea. 

The basic idea is to create a 

multipurpose greenway roughly 

following the path of the Mill 

River, linking the village centers 

and providing public access to 

adjacent natural settings, 

historically important cultural 

landmarks, and local businesses. 

News from the Mill River Greenway Committee 
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The 2012-2013 year is off to a great 

start!  We started the year with 161 

students and we had the opportunity 

to welcome several new staff 

members to our school community in 

September.  During the summer 

months staff members worked 

tirelessly to merge the Anne T. 

Dunphy and Helen E. James school 

communities.  You may recall that, 

although construction is planned to 

begin in the winter, the school district 

determined that the logistics of 

planning a school move and 

consolidation mid-year would 

substantially affect the educational 

momentum for our students and 

would significantly disrupt the routines 

that schools and classrooms work to 

establish at the beginning of each 

year.  Having experienced the amount 

of time that was necessary to execute 

this transition, we are confident this 

was the right decision.   

Throughout the summer, small repairs 

and upgrades were made at the 

Helen E. James School to 

accommodate an increased student 

and staff population.  Areas of the 

building were painted and refreshed, 

a wall was constructed to create two 

classrooms in the former cafeteria 

area, many outdated materials were 

recycled or donated, and unusable 

items were discarded.  The custodial 

staff worked incredibly hard all 

summer ~ and managed to maintain 

their smiles!   We were also grateful 

to the Williamsburg Highway 

Department for their work in helping 

us to create some additional parking 

locations. 

We are all very pleased with how 

smoothly the opening of school went 

in our ‘new’ school community!  The 

News from the Williamsburg Schools 

students and staff are both enjoying 

and experiencing the benefits of being 

in one building.  Although there are 

occasional challenges with space, 

and need for creativity and flexibility 

at times, our students continue to 

have access to the same positive 

academic experiences.  

The school is committed to 

maintaining the academic and 

enrichment opportunities our students 

have experienced in recent years.  

Thanks to many volunteers, we were 

able to continue the tradition of our 

fall Harvest Feast, and we have been 

able to welcome parents and 

community members to Open House 

events on four different occasions! 

Our school has been granted a 

STARS Residency Grant from the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council.  

Through this grant, our students will 

have the opportunity to work with 

local storyteller and musician, John 

Porcino.  He will work with students 

and teachers to enhance students’ 

narrative story writing through 

storytelling techniques.   

Our students have already had many 

opportunities to explore local resources in 

these first few weeks of school!  Classes 

have visited Outlook Farm to learn about 

sustainable growing techniques, they have 

been on an electrofishing adventure with 

Hampshire Regional students and 

Department of Fisheries and Wildlife staff, 

they have visited the local post office, and 

have been visited by the Williamsburg Fire 

and Police Department for some lessons 

in safety!  In the next few weeks, other 

classes will visit the Eric Carle Museum of 

Picturebook Art, the Beneski Museum of 

Natural History, and local artist studios.  

Our staff and students continue to benefit 

from this very supportive community.  We 

so appreciate the time that our parent 

volunteers, PTO, School Committee, and 

School Council members graciously 

provide to enhance our students’ school 

experience.  We are looking forward to a 

great year! 

~Stacey Jenkins 

Williamsburg Schools, Principal 
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Town Offices Changes 
 

We are in the process of 
cleaning up and giving the 
Town Offices an interior face 
lift.  We are looking for 
photographs or hanging art to 
exhibit on the walls of our 
offices and hallways.  If you 
would like to display some of 
your art or photo work, please 
contact the Town Administrator 
at 268-8418 or 
townadmin@burgy.org 
 
 

There never seem to be enough hours in the day 
and now the days are getting shorter again with 
winter approaching!!  Here are a few tips that will 
help make tax paying a little easier for you. 

Online payment links may be found at 
www.burgy.org, which will direct you to 
Unipay/UniGold to enable you to make your tax 
payments and water/sewer payments online.  No 
stamps or adding another errand to your list!!   

Using this link, payments are sent electronically.  
The site is safe and protected.  Payments can be 
made using your checking account information or 
debit or credit card (MasterCard, Visa or 
Discover).  Debit cards have a flat rate fee of 
$3.95 and credit cards have a fee that is 
assessed on a per transaction basis.  You have 
an opportunity to see what this fee will be before 
finalizing your transaction so that if you choose 
not to pay the fee, you can cancel the 
transaction.  There is NO cost to the town; all 
fees are paid by the individual user.  Due to 
certain regulations, Visa cannot be used for 
water/sewer payments; however MasterCard can 
be used for these transactions.  “Online” 
payments through your own bank’s website may 
take as much as 3 weeks before a check is 
received in my office which can result in interest 
charges if past the due date.  Why not skip a step 
and pay through the town’s website at 
www.burgy.org?! 

Partial payments are accepted at any time (either 
in my office, online, or by mail) for water/sewer 

News from the Collector’s Office 

payments or any taxes EXCEPT motor vehicle 
excise taxes.  This can help lessen the blow of 
paying larger amounts several times a year.  
Interest applies for any amounts that are not 
received in my office by the due dates, Aug 1, 
Nov. 1, Feb. 1, and May 1. 

Motor Vehicle Excise bills are generated by the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles – not the town!  Any 
address changes must be handled through the 
registry, the town cannot make changes to 
addresses for these bills. 

 

Real Estate and Personal Property bills are 
mailed twice a year – by July 1 and Jan. 1.  Each 
mailing includes two payment coupons and a 
summary portion.  Remember to save your Nov 
and May coupons as there is no additional billing 
for these times.   

Regular office hours are Monday through 
Thursday, 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Please feel free 
to call my office at (413) 268-8401 if you have 
any questions. 

Wishing you all happy and healthy holidays!   

Bonnie Roberge, Collector 

 

Snow Shoveling at 

Town Offices 
 
The Town is seeking an 
individual to shovel snow at the 
Town Offices during the 
upcoming 2012/2013 winter.  If 
you are interested, please 
contact the Town Administrator 
at 268-8418.  Applications may 
be accessed on the website.  
 

mailto:townadmin@burgy.org


 

 

P a g e  5 Williamsburg News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Williamsburg Board of 

Selectmen wants to remind residents 

that the winter parking ban is in 

effect from December 1
st
 through 

April 1
st
.  During this time parking is 

prohibited on any street, regardless 

of whether we have snow or not, 

between the hours of midnight and 

6:00 a.m., except in an emergency. 

 

The Williamsburg Police 

Department has the authority to 

ticket and tow any vehicle in 

violation.  Residents adhering to 

these regulations help our 

community by ensuring that the 

Highway Department can plow and 

sand; that emergency personnel have 

quicker access to emergencies; and 

Winter Parking and Sidewalk Regulations 

that streets are wide enough to keep 

normal daily traffic moving. 

 

Residents and owners of all 

residential and commercial buildings 

are also reminded that they are 

required to clear the sidewalks on 

their properties within 24 hours of 

the end of any snow or ice storm and 

to keep these sidewalks free of snow 

and ice and properly sanded.  The 

police are authorized to enforce this 

bylaw as well, with a fine if 

necessary. 

 

With your help, we can ensure that 

both our roadways and our sidewalks 

remain open and accessible 

throughout the winter. 

 
 

If you are a Senior 70 years of age or older, you 
may qualify for an exemption on your real estate 
taxes under Massachusetts General Laws, Clause 
41C. There are both income and asset guidelines 
that you must meet in order to be eligible. 
Exemptions are also available to veterans with a 

From the Assessors’ Office 
service-connected disability, or persons who are 
blind. 

The Assessors’ office is open Tuesday mornings 
from 9 to 12, and Tuesday evening from 7 to 8.  
We can also be reached at 413-268-8403, or 
assessors@burgy.org. 

The new Fire Chief’s vehicle that was authorized at the 2012 Town 
Meeting is outfitted and in service.  It is a valuable addition to the Fire 
Department’s fleet. 
 
Reminder from the Chief, please check and replace the batteries in 
smoke and CO2 detectors in your home. 
 
As we continue to experience more unusual and severe weather 
patterns, it is clear that communities need always to be prepared.  To 
maintain and enhance the skills of the On-call Firefighters, we 
continue to train monthly.  If you would like to learn more or join the 
department, please contact the Williamsburg Fire Station 268-7233. 

From the Fire Department 

mailto:assessors@burgy.org
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Located in the Town Office Bldg. at: 
141 Main St. 
Haydenville, MA 
 
Open Mon. -Thur. 8:30-1:30.  
Call 268-8407 for more info. 
 
Newsletter/Facebook:  We are now forming a mailing list 

of folks who want to receive a monthly mailing about our 

services, programs, events etc.  Also, look for us on 

Facebook and read our blog at 

williamsburgcoa.blogspot.com. 

Outreach: Are you worried about someone or unsure if 

you are entitled to services that would support on-going 

efforts to age in place? Our Outreach worker can meet 

with you to help determine this and assist you in 

accessing support services and entitlements like fuel 

assistance, food subsidies etc.  Remember, waiting until 

there is a crisis almost always leads to a loss of 

independence.  

Take Home Dinner Program: Weekly healthy meals 

available on Wednesdays. Sliding-scale fee ($2.50-

$5.50), delivery available.  Smith Vocational Culinary 

School is the current provider. 

Companion Program: Weekly social visits available to 

The Williamsburg Senior Center/Council on Aging 
homebound elders, disabled adults and as respite for 

caregivers. Errands and non-medical rides can be 

arranged through this program as well.  

Volunteer Opportunities (paid and un-paid): 

 Medical drivers to provide elders with rides to 
appointments (pays $15 or more per trip),  

 Companion Workers for weekly visits to elders (pays 
a small stipend to cover gas expenses and time). 

 Entertainers and Instructors to hold groups in art, 
photography, music, sewing, etc. 

Board Member Opportunities:  The Williamsburg 

Council on Aging Advisory Board is seeking more 

members. Are you interested in being part of informing 

the focus for services to community elders? The meetings 

are 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 11:00 at the Town 

Offices, (note: meeting will be the 4th Wed. this month, 

Nov. 28th). Come see what we are all about.  

COA Friends Group Members Needed: Seeking a small 

group of people interested in helping with fundraising to 

supplement funds that support services to elders, 

program and staffing costs.  

Please contact the COA at 268-8407 for more information 

regarding these programs. 

Highway Department 

The winter season will soon be here and along with it, 

snowy roads.  The Highway Department does several 

things to make sure our roads are passable throughout 

a snowstorm and the entire winter.  The most important 

application of sand and salt is at the beginning of a 

storm. This prevents the snow and ice from bonding to 

the pavement. Sometimes this will be done even before 

the storm starts. This allows us to be able to scrape the 

pavement clean during the storm and then we apply 

more material at the end of the storm. We use a 

different mixture of sand and salt on the dirt roads, so if 

you notice that the blacktop has been sanded, we will 

be back to finish the dirt once we reload the trucks with 

the other mixture. At times, in between storms, we 

widen the roads by pushing the snow banks back with a 

bigger plow. If your driveway gets filled in after we have 

done this, please call 268-8405 and someone will come 

clean the end back out.   
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Dear Williamsburg Residents,  
Fall is in full swing and winter is just 
around the corner. I would like to 
take a moment to remind everyone 
of the Winter Parking ban which 
begins December 1st. From 
December 1st through March 31st 
there is NO NIGHT PARKING on 
any street in Town between the 
hours of 12:01 a.m. (midnight) and 
6:00 a.m. This is true even if there 

From the Police Chief 

isn’t any snow on the ground.  This 
parking ban is described in the Town 
of Williamsburg traffic rules and 
orders Article IV, Section 3. The 
Williamsburg Police Department has 
the authority to ticket and tow any 
vehicle in violation. We also ask all 
residents to be mindful during snow 
storms and to keep all streets clear 

of parked cars so that the Highway 
Department can properly clear the 
roadways. Any questions on the 
parking ban can be directed to the 
Police Department at 413-268-7237. 

Respectfully, 
Chief Denise Wickland 

 

From the 

Emergency 

Manager 
 
This past year at the urging of our 
Fire Chief Don Lawton, an 
Emergency Management grant was 
applied for and received to repair 
and bring back into service the 
sirens on each of the fire stations.  
Currently, the siren on the North 
Main Street fire station is operable.  
Our electrician is working on the 
siren for the South Main Street 
station, and once it is completely 
repaired, it will be remounted on the 

roof of the Haydenville fire station.  
When both sirens are operable, they 
will be tested on Saturdays at 
noontime, on a schedule yet to be 
determined.  Prior to the 
commencement of testing, we will 
send out a Reverse 911 call, so 
residents will not be alarmed.  We 
are in the process of finalizing 
guidelines for the activation of the 
outdoor warning sirens as a part of 
our emergency notification system. 

We plan to host a program 
sponsored by UMass Medical School 
covering Sheltering and Evacuation 
of People with Disabilities.  This is a 
two part program – in January there 
will be an emergency responder 
training which will be offered to 
police, fire, EMS, and public health 
personnel from Williamsburg, 
Chesterfield, and Goshen.  The 
second part of the program will be 
offered at a later date to community 
members who work with emergency 
responders. 

~Denise Banister 

The Conservation Commission is sad to see longtime Commissioner Wilbur Loomis end his service.  He has 

been a great source of knowledge about the local landscape and has provided invaluable continuity over the 

course of his many years on the Commission.  The Commission is grateful for the dedicated service Wilbur has 

generously given to our town.  

 The Conservation Commission is accepting expressions of interest from individuals who are interested in 

joining the Commission, which is responsible for protecting the land, water and biological resources of our 

community.   Much of the activity of the Commission centers on the administration of the Massachusetts 

Wetlands Protection Act.  However, the Commission is seeking an individual who would enjoy helping to 

expand its educational efforts and interacting with the Woodland Trails Committee and Open Space 

Committee.  If you have an interest and a skill set that would be useful, please contact the Board of Selectmen.  

The Conservation Committee usually meets on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month except July 

and August when single meetings are held.  Site visits are scheduled as needed on weekdays. 

Conservation Commission News 
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Photo Courtesy of Evelyn Beals 

Planning Board News 
 
The Planning Board is working with the Energy 
Committee to complete the final requirements to apply 
for Green Community Designation.  The criteria 
require that we provide as-of-right siting in designated 
locations for renewable/alternative energy generation, 
research & development, or manufacturing facilities.  
The Board is concentrating on solar installations.   

 

Senior Volunteer Tax 

Relief Program 
 

The Town participates in the Senior Volunteer 
Tax Relief Program (sometimes called the 
Senior Work-Off Program), in which eligible 
seniors can do work for the Town and earn a 
reduction in property tax, up to $1000 per 
household per year.  There are still a few slots 
available in the program for the coming year.  
A person must be at least 60 years old and 
have a household income of no more than 
$28,713.  It is now permissible for someone 
else to do the work if the senior is physically 
unable to do so.  Note that the tax reduction is 
counted as taxable income by the Federal 
Government.  The application form is available 
from the Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant 
(268-8400) or online.  Deadlines on the form 
can be ignored, as there are still spaces 
available. 

 

Veterans’ Memorial: 
 
If you know of a veteran who is recently or will 
soon be discharged from the service, please 
contact the Town Offices so that the Veterans’ 
Memorial Committee can add his or her name 
to the memorial! 

 

Veterans’ Agent News 
 
If you are a Veteran or the surviving spouse of a 
Massachusetts' Veteran and your total monthly 
income is less than $2,429.00 (couple) or less than 
$1,805.00 (individual) a month then you may be 
eligible for Chapter 115 assistance. 
You can speak with a Veterans’ Agent during the 
office hours below or call 1-413-587-1299 or 1-877-
821-0128. 
Veterans’ Agent hours: 
1st & 3rd Mondays:  Cummington 9-11 
                                 WILLIAMSBURG 11:30-1:30 
                                 Chesterfield 2-4 
  
2nd & 4th Mondays: Goshen 9-11 
                                 WILLIAMSBURG 11:30-1:30 
  
3rd Tuesday: Chesterfield 6-8 pm 
  
2nd & 4th Tuesdays: Worthington 10-12 
                                  Middlefield 1-3 
 

Please give thanks this season to each veteran you 
know for his or her commitment to the United 
States of America.   
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The Hampshire Regional School District was awarded 
one of 28 Community Innovation Challenge Grants 
awarded by the Massachusetts Executive Office for 
Administration and Finance.  The purpose of the 
Community Innovation Challenge Grant program is to 
invest in and incentivize innovation among local 
governments, including regional schools. The program 
supports innovation to assist in finding new and more 
efficient ways to deliver core local services or to improve 
internal efficiencies.  

The Hampshire Regional CIC grant was funded to 
improve the efficiencies of the District’s technological 
applications for human resources, accounting and 
finance, communication, and educational support in all 
of our schools and to increase the collaboration with the 
District’s five towns (Williamsburg, Westhampton, 
Goshen, Chesterfield, and Southampton).  The grant’s 
specific goals include: 

1. Regionalization of electronic data sharing; 

2. Planning for implementation of the Massachusetts 
Broadband Initiative; 

3. Improving regional school transportation for more 
efficient bus routing; 

CIC Grant Awarded to HRHS District 
4. Research and development of a regionalized cost 

and resource sharing model for serving technology 
systems within our five school districts; 

5. Develop a regional presence and approach to 
creating a web site for the five districts that also 
expands from the schools to include the 
municipalities. 

Recently, a survey was sent to school and municipal 
stakeholders to gather information about the use of 
technology in our schools and communities. This 
information will be used to plan and coordinate a 
regional meeting to share ideas and continuation plans. 
Grant funding ends in December 2012. The District will 
submit a continuation grant application to the Executive 
Office for Administration and Finance to expand and 
enhance our accomplishments, as well as to initiate new 
innovations to improve regional efficiencies and 
collaboration.  More information about the CIC Grant 
program can be found at http://www.mass.gov/anf/ 
under “Initiatives”.  

We are pleased to have this opportunity to make 
technology in our schools a priority for your children and 
to enhance the connection of the schools with our 
communities. 

Williamsburg is blessed to have a network of woodland trails, on private and public land, 
trails that wind through fields and forests, climb ridges, follow streams and connect us to the 
special and beautiful places in town. Ten years ago, the Williamsburg Woodland Trail 
(WWT) project began. 

The goals of the WWT are to identify existing trails in town, work with public and private 
landowners to improve trails for appropriate community use, if they so desire, develop a 
coalition of all users to maintain and improve Williamsburg's trails for the future and 
strengthen the bonds of our community through this effort 

After ten years, how have we done?  There are over 70 miles of trails in town, mostly on 
private property, most not officially open to the public, but also most not posted.  WWT has 
worked with four private property owners, three private conservation organizations, and two 
public agencies to open roughly 20 miles of trails in town as official public trails at nine 
different sites.  Each year, the committee works with partners to open new trails, maintain 
existing trails, and lead a variety of events and programs. 

The WWT project has built several bridges in town over the years, literally and we hope 
figuratively, to connect people and places, trails and landscapes. Many of our events bring 
people together under a full moon, overlooking the colored tapestry of the valley, or on the 
first day of each year as we prepare our resolutions. 

Williamsburg Woodland Trails would not be successful without the support of our 
community, the willingness of so many volunteers to lend a hand, and the generosity of the 
landowners who allow the public to walk, hike, ski or ride on their lands.  

Thank you, Williamsburg, and see you on the trails! 

Celebrating 10 years of Williamsburg Woodland Trails 
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Keeping Community Traditions at the Meekins: 
Share and Shop! 
The Meekins Library in Williamsburg is the place to find 
a gift for someone special, donate a coat or sweater to 
keep someone warm, add some hearty food items to the 
Hilltown Pantry and Northampton Survival Center, and 
bring a treat for our furry friends at the Dakin Animal 
Shelter.  Stop in for these gifting and giving 
opportunities. 
 
The 2012 fifth annual Meekins Market returns in late 
November through December 24th.  Help make the 
Library’s very own special in-house tag sale a joyful 
success again.  Find stuffed animals, decorative objects, 
household items, jewelry, office supplies, holiday items, 
and of course books! Most items are between 25 cents 
and 10 dollars.  Perfect presents for family and friends.  
Think of it as the newest trend in recycling.  Fun stuff @ 
a good deal! 
 
The Library will also be collecting warm clothes and 
good food for the Hilltown Pantry and the Northampton 
Survival Center. Blankets, toys and food for our animal 
neighbors at Dakin Animal Shelter are also needed. Help 
to fill the big table in the Helen Bacon Rotunda to the 
brim.  Drop off your donations soon.  Let’s keep 
everybody warm and fed! 

 
3rd Annual GAME SWAP sponsored by 
HilltownFamilies.org 
Bring your old games to the Hawks~Hayden Room on 
Saturday, December 1st from 9:30 to 10:30 and pick up 
a new-to-you game to play.  For more information go to 
www.hilltownfamilies.org. 
 
Winter Wonderland returns to the Hawks~Hayden 
Room in December 
Faces of children and adults light with joyous excitement 
as they enter the Hawks~Hayden Community Room to 
walk through Shirley Cranston’s delightful miniature 
winter wonderland.  

 
Miriam Kaye - Chinet Series 
Is Chinet “America's No. 1 premium disposable 
tableware”, or is it art? Renowned artist Miriam 
Kaye transforms everyday items into fine art every 
time. Watch for displays during December. 
 
Celebrate the Season Reading Holiday Classics 
at Meekins 
Join friends and neighbors for the annual reading of 
holiday classics that celebrate this time of wonder 
at the Meekins Library, Williamsburg, on Sunday, 
December 9, from 4 to 6 in the afternoon.  Stories 
this year are favorites of both the young and those 
young at heart.  
  
Look forward to –“BURGY READS” this January 
The 1930’s brought America drought, dust bowl, 
depression. Read about it in “The Worst Hard 
Time”, the national book award winner by Timothy 
Egan, “The Untold Story of Those Who Survived 
the Great American Dust Bowl”, beginning 
January 2013.  
Watch the new Ken Burns film “The Dust Bowl,” on 
WGBY November 18th or at the library in January 
with your neighbors. Participate in a discussion 
group.   
 
Calling all pre-school children and their parents 
or caretakers 
Our weekly pre-school storytime at 10:30 with 
storyteller and children’s librarian Rochelle 
Wildfong, whose stories, songs, and finger-plays 
delight both parents and children!  
Visit the Meekins Community Parent Child Center 
every other Monday morning starting at 10:30. This 
enjoyable program provides stories and crafts for 
younger children and their parents. 

 
Tween and Teen Time back at the Meekins 
Tweens and teens (ages 11-19 only) are finding 
their way to the Meekins on Mondays at 2:30 for 
snacks, Wii, board games, computer time, as well 
as a quiet place to read, visit, or study.  

News from the Williamsburg Libraries 
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We have several new faces at the 

Transfer Station.  Our current 

employees are Kurt Cochin, Wilbur 

Loomis, Richard Lessard, William 

Ahearn and Jim Wilson. Kurt has 

assumed duties as manager since 

the passing of our long-term 

manager Thomas “Tapper” Poudrier.  

A successful campaign for residents 

to purchase Rain Barrels was 

completed.  Thanks to all who 

participated. We hope to do it again 

next spring.  

We will be getting a survey out to 

get feedback on our change of hours 

for the summer. Did they meet your 

needs? Do you think it would be 

better to have the day start earlier, 

like 7 am, rather than later?  Look 

for a survey soon.   

The Board of Health coordinated 

with the Council on Aging to provide 

flu shots to our elderly residents in 

October and a VOTE and VAX 

program held on Election Day. 

Nick Dines has taken over the bottle 

collection to benefit the Town’s 

gardens. Thanks to the volunteers 

and the folks who bring their cans 

and bottles so that our Town’s 

gardens can be maintained. Two 

rain barrels from the Great American 

Barrel Company were donated for 

the Town’s use. 

The trial Swap Shop coordinated by 

Madge Evers will be closing for the 

winter starting Nov. 1.  We hope to 

open it up again in the spring.  

Maintenance of the equipment and 

facilities is an ongoing job.  This 

year we have purchased a new 

metal box, fixed the housing of the 

compactor, made improvements to 

the attendants’ shed, and made 

repairs to the large garage. 

Attendants will be using the new 

snow blower and a weed whacker to 

make the Transfer Station more 

convenient and safer for residents 

use. 

In December we expect to institute a 

state-mandated program for the safe 

disposal of needles.  Needle boxes 

will be available at the Clerk’s office 

or at the Transfer Station. Filled 

boxes are to be returned to the 

Transfer Station, where they will be 

secured and then disposed of by a 

private company. This is the model 

that works very well in the Town of 

Goshen.  We expect to have this 

operational the beginning of 

December. 

 
Haydenville Library - your new 
meeting place! 
The Haydenville Library is now available 
as a meeting space for small groups. 
Especially recommended for small board 
meetings, book groups, one on one 
meetings, neighborhood read-alouds, and 
other small get-togethers.  All events 
must be offered without charge to 
participants 
 
More information about all of these 
events and programs can be found at 
www.meekins-library.org as well as 
www.facebook.com/MeekinsLibrary. 
 
Have a wonderful fall and winter! 
The Board of Library Trustees and Staff 
of the Williamsburg Libraries 

News from the Transfer Station 

 

Photos of Williamsburg 

Courtesy of Reelife 

Productions/Folktography 

 



 

 
 

Williamsburg News P a g e  12 

BULK RATE 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Permit No. 7 

Haydenville, MA  01039 

 
 
 
 

 

RESIDENT/BOXHOLDER 

WILLIAMSBURG, MA  

01096 

 

TOWN OF WILLIAMSBURG 
141 MAIN STREET 
PO BOX 447 
HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 


