
Minutes for meeting on November 1, 2021

Member Present Not Present Member Present Not Present

Tariq Abu-Jaber X Jean O’Neil X

Amy Bisbee X Eric Schmitt X

Chris Flory X Steve Smith X

Holly Hendricks X

Other attendees:

At 7:07 pm Chair Smith called the meeting to order.

1. Review of prior meeting minutes, and vote to accept

Meeting
Date

Comments Motion to
Accept

Motion to
Accept as
Amended

Second Vote
Yea - Nay

10/18/21 O’Neil Flory 6-0 (Bisbee
abstains)

2. Welcome Tariq Abu-Jaber to the Planning Board
3. Outreach to other committees in process
4. Chair Smith has requested to meet with the Select Board, perhaps November 18th.
5. Zoning Bylaw: reviewed comments just received from the Attorney General's office on

zoning changes approved at Town Meeting in June. Chair Smith will inquire with Brenda
about posting change on the website.

6. Ongoing Review of Current Zoning Bylaw: Section 6 - Site Plan Review (facilitated by
O’Neil). Reviewed and discussed various applications on the websites.  The Planning

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rukJrZ23LON7z_Ih_nxuVExUyazLzbBK/view?usp=sharing


Board Form is called “Application for Site Plan Review” (see 4 page application below).
The board discussed the following potential changes:

a. Fix typos and re-scan document
b. A shorthand process “if you want to ___, do this ____”
c. Clarifying bylaws 5.3.1 to underscore the circumstances in which Site Plan

Reviews are required. The update may clarify that Section 6 only applies to SPRs
(Special Permit with Site Plan Review), and not all Special Permits (Section 5).

d. Conflict in the number of plans the applicant is asked to submit: 11 copies on the
form itself vs. 6 copies on the application form; there is also a reference to the
number of copies in section 5.3.1 which should be harmonized (or removed).

e. Potentially re-word Section 6.0 for clarity; For example “An applicant seeking a
building permit for a non-residential or non-agricultural structure that has an
aggregate footprint greater than 5,000 square feet must go to the Zoning Board
to request a Special Permit. This request includes preparation of a Site Plan
which will be reviewed by the Planning Board.”

f. 6.3b add floodplain, add historical
g. 6.51a, trees are vegetation

7. Section bylaw reviews to be coordinated as follows
a. Section 9: Setback, Frontage, Multifamily - Bisbee
b. Section 9: Lot Access, Accessory Apartments, Accessory Structures - Smith
c. Maximum Lot Coverage Projects, Restrictions on Lot Drainage - Flory
d. Parking, Fence - Abu-Jaber
e. Sign Regulations and Restrictions - O’Neil
f. Soil Mining, Vehicle Storage, Home Occupations, Outside Lighting - Hendricks
g. Age Restricted Housing - skip, since recently covered
h. Marijuana Facilities and Adult Use - skip
i. Solar PV Installations - skip
j. Transient Lodgers - Schmitt

8. Discussion of zoning bylaws related to marijuana establishments (MEs).  Chair Smith
shared a draft use table based on the state Cannabis Control Comission’s list of
Marijuana Establishments. It was noted in a Hampshire Gazette article recently that
Chesterfield recently fielded a survey on this topic, which can be found at:
https://bit.ly/3BlYU7i Hendricks shared language regarding odor, which appears to be
provided by the state, and adopted by other town and cities in Western Massachusetts.

9. New Business.  A Site Plan Review for the public safety complex is expected to arrive in
December.

https://www.gazettenet.com/Chesterfield-conducting-marijuana-survey-43228739
https://bit.ly/3BlYU7i


At 8:59 pm the meeting adjourned. The next scheduled meeting is 11/15, with subsequent
meetings expected on 12/6 and 12/20.

Respectfully submitted,

Eric Schmitt












